






THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


* ARCHITECTURE ” ano “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


VOL. CLXVI. 


HOUSING AND THE 


HE Building Societies movement provides a signal 

example of how a process originally conceived as 

a means of turning a social need to the benefit of the 

investor has, by virtue of a growing social conscience, 

become a factor of stabilisation in the national economy 
that by any standard ranks high. © 

This was not always so, as reference to the numbers of 
The Builder a century ago will show, nor has the transi- 
tion been rapid. Indeed, until recent times, the bias 
had still been towards the investing side, and though 
steps had been taken to limit the liability of the borrower 
and give him some protection against vicissitude, 
building societies by and large have been interested only 
in the construction of a house to the extent to which it 
will recoup the capital advanced upon it, and in the 
design not at all. It may be argued that there is no 
reason why the movement should take any such interest, 
but we think the time is now long overdue when an agent 
capable of exerting so much power for good or evil should 
continue to take a negative standpoint in a matter of 
such vital importance. The Borders lawsuit did service 
to the nation out of all proportion to the merits of the 
case, for the spotlight thrown on one single house 
achieved what the half-light over twenty years of post- 
war Britain had failed to produce—a national concern 
over private enterprise housing structure. 

What is undoubtedly the most important step yet 
envisaged by the Building Societies is foreshadowed 
ina Report issued by the joint conference of the R.1.B.A., 
the National House-Builders’ Registration Council and 
the Building Societies’ Association. This conference was 
held, by the invitation of the Association, to recommend 
the most effective steps to implement the charge given 
by the Association’s President (Lord Sankey) to the 
Association’s reconstruction committee that, in post- 
war housing, such standards shall be observed as will 
prevent ribbon development and “jerry building.” 
The Report deals with architectural and town planning 
standards ; the part to be played by private enterprise ; 
prefabrication ; availability of materials and labour ; 
and procedure for approval of schemes and finance. 

Great satisfaction, extending beyond the architectural 
profession to every person concerned with amenity, will 
be felt at the recommendation that all houses built 
after the war should conform to satisfactory town 
planning and architectural standards, and even more at 
the House Builders’ members’ recommendation that the 
employment of architects should be made compulsory 
for the design of all houses as soon as practicable. 
With this we entirely agree ; with a Register of Architects 
in being there is no practical difficulty in the way, but 
we equally agree with the suggestion that education of 
the public in matters concerned with amenity be con- 
tinued, and that greater attention be given to the 
design of domestic houses, particularly the smaller 
types, in the architectural schools. Equally important 
is the recommendation that statutory authority be 
given to the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council, to enable the quality of workmanship and 
materials to be certified. There is, we are aware, a body 
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of opinion opposed to this, on the grounds of the difficulty 
of adequate supervision during construction and even 
more so because of dislike of any form of control or 
restraint. There are undoubtedly difficulties in the way, 
and these should be realised, but they are not insur- 
mountable. By no other means than supervision at cer- 
tain stages of construction can the interests of the 
owner-tenants be safeguarded. 

Of interest is the section of the Report dealing with 
prefabrication. It musi be obvious by the very nature 
of the Societies’ activities that permanence of structure 
is essential. It is therefore significant and, in view 
of the likely post-war situation, encouraging to note 
that the Conference did not shut the door on pre- 
fabricated housing, but preserves an open mind. The 
view is expressed that prefabricated houses, as indeed 
all houses, should conform to the principles of pleasant 
appearance, sound construction and an adequate 
standard of performance and comfort. In addition, 
the reasonable recommendation is made that before 
any prefabricated or other house which does not conform 
to the bye-laws is licensed, it should be the subject of 
tests and reports by the Building Research Station. 
While few will disagree with this, it is obvious that 
weathering is the best of all tests; this lends point to 
the contention that work on the experimental houses 
now being erected, not only by the Ministry of Works, 
but also by several of the cities of Britain, notably 
er and Glasgow, should be pushed ahead with all 
speed. 

Yet another important recommendation is that un- 
necessary delay in the passing of plans by Government 
Departments and local authorities must be eliminated. 
One submission to one authority, it is suggested, should 
be all that is required. Some practical steps toward 
this most desirable state will be considered in a later 
article. 

In view of the fact that the best-laid schemes will 
remain on paper unless there are adequate supplies of 
materials, the investigation made by the Conference 
into the likely availability of these after the war is of 
particular value. The general feeling of the Conference 
was that the various branches of the materials industry 
would be able to reorganise themselves for peak pro- 
duction within the two-year time-lag which, states the 
Report, is likely to take place between the end of the 
war and the building industry getting into its stride. 
We cannot state too emphatically that we must not 
resign ourselves to the estimate of two years. Even 
if the anticipated cessation of the European before the 
Asiatic war come true, there will be a demand which 
must be in large part met before that passage of time. 
This gives added point to the final recommendations 
made by the Conference which “ urges the Government 
to announce its policy with regard to housing, planning 
and post-war development generally as, until this is 
made clear, private enterprise, though willing and 
capable of bearing a worthy part in reconstruction, is 
severely handicapped in the making of essential plans 
for future activity.” 
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NOTES ano NEWS 


Standardisation for Mass Production. 

For some considerable time past the 
Ministry of Works has been investigating 
the possibilities of standardising building 
components and fittings for low-cost 
housing with a view to mass-production. 
With the cordial co-operation of manufac- 
turers, the B.S.I. and others, a good deal 
of progress has, we believe, been made 
with this work, and a comprehensive 
report may be expected shortly. No 
attempt has been made, we understand, 
to put into effect any scheme of dimen- 
sional co-ordination to a module; 
apparently it would be difficult to carry 
out so revolutionary a reform without 
going over to the metric system. It has 
been found possible, however, to reduce 
very considerably the number of types and 
sizes of building components available 
before the war, and to introduce a measure 
of standardisation which should greatly 
facilitate production for low-cost housing 
work. 


Science and Lighting. 

Tue Illuminating Engineering Society 
will hold a joint meeting with the Royal 
Institute of British Architects on Tues- 
day, January 18, at the R.IB.A., 66, 
Portland-place, London, W.1, at 5.30 p.m., 
when a discussion on ‘‘'The Place of 
Science in the Art of Lighting ’’ will be 
opened by Mr. Alister MacDonald, 
F.R.L.B.A. (Chairman, Architectural 
Science Board of the R.I.B.A.), and Mr. 
R. O. Ackerley, F.I.E.S. (Past President, 
LE.S.). The chair will be taken by Mr. 
Percy Thomas, P.R.I.B.A. 


R.1.B.A. Informal Meeting. 

An informal meeting will be held at the 
R.LB.A. on Tuesday, February 15, at 
5.30 p.m., when Mr. T. P. Bennett, C.B.E., 
F.R.LB.A., will read a paper on ‘‘ War 
Experience on the Organisation of Build- 
ing Contracts.” This will be the first of 
three informal meetings to be held during 
the remainder of the current session. The 
dates of the other meetings will be 
announced in due course. All members 
and students of the R.I.B.A. are cordially 
invited to attend and take part in the 
discussion. 


New Year Honours. 

In addition to the names published in 
our last issue of recipients of awards in 
the New Year Honours List, Major A. I. 
Harris (Timber Controller) has been 
created a Knight Bachelor. 

Mr. John Creese, A.R.I.B.A., County 
architect and A.R.P. Controller for West 
Suffolk, receives the O.B.E. 

Mr. W. B. Wheatley, F.R.I.B.A., senior 
assessor of the War Damage Commission 
in Hull, receives the M.B.E. 


Mr. Everard J. Haynes. 

As from January 1, Mr. Everard J. 
Haynes has resumed his appointment as 
Secretary to the R.I.B.A. Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, having been granted 
indefinite release from his duties.as a 
Lieut.-Colonel on the Staff of the War 
Office. 


A Chair of Building. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes: I hear that 
the building industry is likely very 
shortly to take active steps to endow a 
Chair of Building at Cambridge Univer- 
sity. Meetings have been held with the 
University M.P.s, Professor A. V. Hill 
and Mr. Kenneth Pickthorn, and with the 
Vice-Chancellor, and as soon as the 
University authorities give the scheme 
their official blessing, which they are ex- 
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pected to do shortly, the builders can go 
ahead. 

When he took office at the beginning of 
last year, Mr. Leslie Wallis, the President 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, expressed the hope 
that one day there would be chairs of 
building in all the Universities. Then Mr. 
Harland, the President of the L.M.B.A., 
took a hand; he it was who interviewed 
the Vice-Chancellor, and already he has 
promises of very considerable financial 
support. 

It is a costly business founding a chair 
these days, particularly if, as do the 
builders, you mean it to be the centre of 
a complete department. The figure the 
builders have in mind is £250,000. 

Mr. Harland’s idea is that all the 
builders of the country should be asso- 
ciated with the scheme, and the £5 note 
will be as welcome as bigger sums when 
the fund is opened. 4 


The High Sheriff of Sussex. 

Mr. Bast Ionres, F.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed High Sheriff of the County 
of Sussex for the ensuing year. 


The 1.A.A.S. 

Tue Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors has been registered as 
a company limited by guarantee without 
share capital, states Jordan’s Daily 
Register, the word ‘“‘limited’’ being 
omitted from the title by licence from the 
Board of Trade. The present members of 
the council of the limited association will 
form the new council. 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, January 18. 

Hovsina Centre. — Mr. Dennis Chapman on 
“Social Surveys in Relation to the Planning 
of Houses and Communities.” 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING _ ENGINEERING Society. — Joint 
meeting with R.I.B.A. Discussion on “‘ The 
Place of Science in the Art of Lighting.” 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 19. 
Rovat Socrety or Arts.—Mr. Henry Berry on 


“London’s Water Supply.” | Adelphi, W.C.2. 
1.45 p.m. (preceded by sandwich lunch), 
Thursday, January 20. 

SoutHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
Trapes Emproyers. — Annual general meeting. 
Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 10.30 a.m. 

Town_ AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
Mr. Gilbert McAllister on“ Wanted—A 
National Planning Policy.” 1, Grosvenor- 
place, S.W.1. 1 p.m. 

Lonpon Master Bur.pers’ Association.—Annual 
meeting. Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 
Friday, January 21 
INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. — Mr. 

. Burn on “ Future Possibilities of Diesel 
Engine Manufacture.”  Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 
5,30 p.m. 
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A Planning Appointment. 

Proressor C. H. Remy, F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., has been appointed by the 
Birkenhead Town Council to undertake 
the preparation of a town-planning scheme 
for the town. 


An Ecclesiastical Appointment. 

Mr. Lesyre T. Moore, F.R.I.B.A., of 
London, has accepted a unanimous nomi- 
nation of the Swansea and_ Brecon 
Diocesan War Damage Consultative Com- 
mittee as architect in connection with the 
rebuilding of St. Mary’s Church, Swansea, 
destroyed in the raids of February, 1941. 


National Federation Annual Meeting. 

Tue annual general meeting of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers is to be held in the Connaught 

ms on January 26. 

The annual meeting of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, also in the 
Connaught Rooms, takes place on Janu- 
ary 20. : 


Professional Announcements. 

i RE: Aaeee’ € P. Winton-Lewis, 
A.R.ILB.A., chartered architect, has 
changed his address to 8, Buckingham 
+ aiding Westminster, 8.W.1. Victoria 


Mr. J. PritcHarp Wuutams, F.S.I., 
chartered quantity surveyor, has taken 
into partnership Mr. Leonard T. Hunt, 
P.A.8.I., who has been with him for 17 
years. The title of the firm will be 
J. Pritchard Williams and Hunt, and the 
practice will be continued at 40, Furnival- 
street, Holborn, E.C.4. 

On the retirement from business of Mr. 
J. Stinton Jones, M.I.Mech.E., M.LE.E., 
F.R.San.I., M.I.H.V.E., chartered consult- 
ing engineer, of J. Stinton Jones and 
Partners, the business has been acquired 
by Mr. W. Gutxam, consulting engineer, 
7/9, Baker-street, London, W.1. ‘The 
firm will in future operate under the 
title of J. Stinton Jones and Partners. 


From The Builder of 18441¥ 


January 13, 1844. Price 3d. 


Raitways Crosstnc Common Roaps.— 
A few days since, the gates across the 
railway at Beeston station were not open 
when the first train from Derby came 
down the line, and the morning being 
very dark, the ‘engineer did not -see the 
obstruction, nor abate the speed of the 
train, which was then going very fast; the 
consequence was, that the engine knocked 
the gate all to pieces; and the force with 
which some part of it was thrown back, 
dashed to the ground the palings which 
enclose the station-house, breaking off the 
bars like so many matches. Fortunately 
the extent of the damage done is confined 
to the gate and paling; but this should be 
one more warning of the culpable 
inhumanity of railways passing common 
roads : the bare necessity of the removal 
of gates and barriers from across a rail- 
way insures, notwithstanding all possible 
care, the frequent occurrence of accident ; 
and we dread to contemplate the cruel loss 
of life which will sooner or later ensue 
from the possibility of persons while going 
along a common road being cut down by 
a tornado of railway vehicles. 

Cost or Funerats.—It is estimated 
that the probable annual expense of the 
total number of funerals in England and 
Wales is 4,871,493/., taking the average 
expenses of the funerals of the gentry at 
1001. for adults, and 30/7. for children: 
tradesmen of the first class at 50/7. and 
17/.; of the second and lower classes, 
271. 10s. and 7l. 15s,; artisans, etc., 51. 
and 17. 10s.; and paupers 13s. 
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FURTHER TRIBUTES. 

Mr. Harotp FaLkner writes :— 

Epwin Lanpseer Lutyens was brought 
up in the picturesque village of Thurslzy, 
which lies in the quadrangle between 
Wuildford, Godalming, Haslemere and 
Farnham, almost equally distant from 
each. His father was a landscape painter, 
an uncle, I believe, a vicar, and his mother 
of the old Farnham banking firm of 
Mangles. 

It has been said, pernaps jokingly, that 
his parents began building up his archi- 
tectural practice as soon as he was born; 
anyway, he was surrounded by the most 
beautiful country, in contrast to the very 
awful environment of Victorian (1870) 
towns. 

He ‘‘ mucked about ”’ considerably in a 
country builder’s yard, spent a good deal 
of his time with his aunt, Gertrude Jekyll, 
and his cousin Harry Mangles—the former 
a great student of old country ways and 
works, the latter also a great gardener, 
a connoisseur of old furniture and fittings, 
Continental as well as English. : 

At about nineteen he was sent to 
Ernest George, and according to my old 
partner, who was also a pupil, didn’t 
much like office work. Then, after a year 
at South Kensington, where he spent most 
of hig time in the museum, he returned to 
the country and started, in his own words, 


to “learn building at the expense of his: 


relatives.”’ 
_Apart from cottages, which show a con- 
siderable aptitude for the Surrey ver- 
nacular, his first job was A. W.  Chap- 
man’s house, first part, which was nothing 
to write home about. Mrs. Chapman 
was @ Mangles and cousin or aunt. He 
was then nineteen or twenty. 
My first acquaintance with his work 
was the second part of A. W. Chapman’s 
house, *‘ Crooksbury.’’ I was a builder's 
apprentice, and Lutyens was 24. ‘The 
earlier work was ignored. and he built 
an entirely new wing, in brick, ‘‘ lifted.?’ 
although T didn’t know it, largely from 
Wren’s Bishop’s Palace at Winchesicr, 
but in brick, with transomed leaded lights, 
and the Lutyens detail fully developed, 
led to by a delightful classic corridor, 
[his was a building which was to influence 
everything that was decent in English 
domestic architecture for half a century, 
and it is pathetic that Lutyens, at the risk 
of having it destroyed by other hands. 
had at the instructions of a later owner 
himself to Tudorise it. I remember 
Lutyens coming on to the iob with a sort 
of writing-block and turning out details 
and constructional directions as fast as 
the foreman could pick them up. 
‘Fulbrook,”’ for the owner of “ Pierre- 
point,” Shaw’s first big job, ‘‘ Tigbourne 
Court,”’ and shoals of work followed. The 
Tilford Institute was built from drawings 
which ‘‘ the profession ’’ would have called 
water-colour sketches. At that time 
Lutyens used to keep what he called his 
dream book. I wonder if it still exists? 
And so on to ‘‘ Marsh Court.’ The style 
had bloomed, perhaps over exuberantly ; to 
a lesser breed this would have been the 
end, it would simply have gone to seed, 
but not E. L. L. Other ideas had come 
into being—the use of chalk, as at Marsh 
Court and Sonning: the idea that material 
was the governing factor; and at ‘‘ Danes- 
hill,” and particularly ‘‘ Shedfield,’’ brick 
dominates the design, as does the bargate 
stone at ‘‘ Orchards,’’ Bramlev. ‘The 
Lutyens fertility of invention and control 
of proportions are still there. but there is 
another note—simplicity. To-day, these 
houses are covered up with creepers and 
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the gardens filled with flowers (or vege- 
tables), but when I knew them they were 
simple planes and masses of beautifully 
proportioned brick or stone. I remem- 
ber Lady Chance showing us round 
‘ Orchards,’ and particularly her studio, 
and saying how much they hoped the 
architect would some day have a church 
or cathedral to build; dreams someti:nes 
come true. 

And so the practice increased and mu:ti- 
plied. I do not know whether the story 
that in pre-motor days a special train 
was employed to take the architect round 
is true or a Lutyensism, but he certaialy 
was an indefatigable worker. Remember, 
each of these buildings had to be talf- 
inched and full-sized, and no one else, not 
even Shaw, has done more than a million 
pounds’ worth of domestic work (except 
in blocks). 

I suppose “Ilkley ’’ will be taken to 
be the zenith and epitome of Lutyens’s 
domestic work. For fertility of imagiga- 
tion and mastery of detail it has not been 
excelled; but I believe that posterity will 
prefer the Wren-influenced ‘“‘ Maythorn,” 
or a house in Yorkshire, the name of 
which I have forgotten. 

There was at least one return to the 
earlier manner, ‘‘ Great Dixter’’; true, 
this was but a reconstruction job, or 
rather, the regrouping of two houses— 
Great Dixter and the Yeoman’s House, 
Bennenden—but it is a model of the way 
these things should be done. 

Then there is the house of The Saluta- 
tion, Sandwich; this is the perfect house. 
and if Lutyens had built this alone he 
would be the first architect of his time. 

It has been said that Lutyens owed 
nothing to Ernest George, and that E. G. 
was a sketch-book-architect, and so on; 
but there is, or was (it has been recently 
destroyed), a room at Everton, in Glouces- 
tershire—I think it was called the library 
—which is the most perfectly proportioned - 
room built in the present century, and 
Lady Chance’s studio was, perhaps inevit- 
ably, precisely the same, though smaller. 

Of his interiors I shall always think of 
the library at Temple Disney as the most 
delightful, and the hall at Ilkley the most 
architectural. It has been said that 
Lutyens owed much to his craftsmen, par- 
ticularly to Broadhurst, his carver, and 


’ 


‘must be allowed to him for discovering 
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Munser for interior furnishing. Something 


their abilities and his selectivity, for it 1s 
very certain that they have never done 
anything so good for anyone else. 

Of his monumental work let Professor 
Reilly’s appreciation in “‘ The Observer ”’ 
speak. ‘I prefer his branch bank oppo- 
site the Academy (though it does owe 
much to that even greater architect the 
elder Mansard) to his Midland head- 
quarters, and his Britannic House to 
either. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that 
life was to E. L. L. one continuous career 
of triumph. One of the best things he ever 
did was his design for the London County 
Hall Competition, in which he, like the 
other Edwin (Rickards), was unplaced. 

Like Shaw, he had that ineffable quality 
called ‘‘charm” in an even greater de- 
gree, and that extremely useful defensive 
talent ‘‘ wit,’? and he could use it occa- 
sionally as a punitive weapon. } 

These are his three answers to questions 
at an A.A. dinner :— 

(1) ‘‘ What are the chances of a promis- 
ing architect without wires to pull? ’’— 
‘He would probably, like Alfred Stevens, 
drink himself to death.” 

(2) ‘‘“‘ What are the prospects of women 
in the profession? ’—‘‘It depends on 
the architects they marry.”’ 

(3) “What do you think of Edwin 
Cooper’s Port of London building? ’—** I 
think he has travelled beyond the capa- 
bilities of his craftsmen.” 

These may have been “framed,” but 
they came off very well; the conversation 
I had with him when we first met certainly 
was not ‘framed,’ and it was quite as 
good. 

It is to be noted that (1) and (3) have 
considerable personal point and would 
probably have been barred by a competent 
compére. and note the clever turning of 
the ‘‘ barb”’ in the reply. 

And now, as Shaw used to say, what's 
the moral? for ‘lives of great men oft 
remind us,”’ etc. 

Lutyens was reared so that at a very 
early age he had the most perfect taste. 
He improved this by never looking 
at anyone else’s work except Wren’s and 
Francois Mansard’s. 

Anyone can do this, and if they keep 
on long enough they are likely to be at 
least tolerable architects ; but of that other 
quality, imaginative fertility, that is born ; 
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SIR EDWIN LUTYENS’S FIRST HOUSE.—From a drawing exhibited in the 
Royal Academy, 1890, reproduced from The Builder of October 18, 1890. 
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some have it in small degree, some greater, 
some not at all. In any case it is dan- 
gerous, and has ruined more tolerable 
architects than it has made great ones. 

He acquired by long and persistent 
study in close contact with buildings, and 
places where buildmg work is done, a very 
perfect knowledge of craftsmanship and 
construction (and not as most architects do 
by poring over books and drawing-boards) 
8o that building to him was a pleasure and 
delight. 

It is impertinent to compare one archi- 
tect with another, but there is one possible 
comparison—Lutyens’s building was like 
J. M. Barrie’s writing, there was a sort 
of whimsicality about it, so that by some 
it was liked immensely, by others not. 

Incidentally, he was a great planner; his 
interiors always had a sense of space, and 
(even in the case of Delhi) serenity and 
grandeur; and he had that ability to get 
into the minds of his clients so that he 
could give them what they wanted. 

It has been said that Lutyens was the 
last of the Great Architects; it is truer to 
say that he was the greatest of the last 
architects. In the early 1900’s there was 
in this country a group (neglecting Shaw 
and Ernest George as of a_ previous 
generation) of very able young architects 
—Ernest Newton, Walter Cave, Lorimer, 
Charles Spooner, Ernest Gimson and 
Henry Wilson—who had set a standard 
which was to become an example not only 
to this country but to the world, and of 
these Lutyens became the acknowledged 
leader. ? 

He believed that he had the gift to 
create beautiful things and that it was 
his mission to do so; he had the “ guts ”’ 
to put up with and even subdue the im- 
pertinencies of the clients and the 
machinations of their wives, whereas 
others such as Gimson, who retired to 
make furniture, and Wilson to make 
jewellery, ‘‘ fell by the wayside.” 

There has been during two wars, and 
there will probably continue after this, a 
lull in architectural works in favour of 
utilitarian buildings, but  Lutyens’s 
influence will continue in this country 
through the Office of Works post offices, 
which owe everything to him, and 
throughout the world; as an instance, the 
rebuilding of the Governor’s House, Wil- 
liamsburg, U.S.A., the detail of which is 
not Wren, but Wren refined by Lutyens. 

There was this similarity between 
Wren, Shaw and Lutyens: each owed 
much to medieval tradition, the former 
through his craftsmen, thé latter two to 
the fact that the romantic school is a very 
great opportunity of developing the 
imagination and power of creation, and 
that when controlled or refined by the 
classic influences it produces (at any rate 
in their cases) something more lively and 
interesting than the purely scholastic 
work of Cockerell. 4 


“Observer ’’ writes: The passing of 
Sir Edwin Lutyens leaves us with much 
to ponder over and appreciate. An old 
quotation occurs to me: ‘‘ Design in 
beauty; build in truth,’’ and we can most 
assuredly say that his work embraced 
these features. 

In a difficult age like the present he 
has left us with a legacy of his genius in 
many and varied works, well conceived 
and well executed. 

The excellence of the materials and 
craftsmanship, as represented under his 
master mind, are reminders to us of a 
standard of ‘building carried out by 
builders and craftsmen who loved to 
execute good work. 

Long. may it: remain as a standard of 
quality and guidance! 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
TUBERCULOSIS SANATORIUM, 
LUCAN. 


Tue Dublin Corporation invite competi- 
tive designs for a new tuberculosis sana- 
torium (to accommodate 320 patients) to 
be. erected at Ballyowen, Lucan, County 
Dublin. 

The competition is open to all qualified 
architects who are members of :— 

The Royal Institute of the Architects of 

Treland; or 

The Royal Institute of British Archi- 

tects; or 

The American Institute of Architects; or 

tegistered Architects in any of the 

above countries, or are Members of 
a similar body or society elsewhere. 

The assessors are: Messrs. Harry 
Allberry, A.R.I.B.A. (chairman); Vincent 
Kelly, B.Arch., P.R.LA.L, F.R.LB.A.; 
J. Murray Easton, F.R.I.B.A.; Raiph 
Byrne, F.R.1.A.I.; and Dr. A. J. Walsh, 
M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H., Resident Medical 
Superintendent, Crooksling Sanatorium, 
Co. Dublin. The premiums are: £500; 
£350; £250; £150. 

Applications for the conditions should 
be made to ‘‘ The City Manager and Town 
Clerk, Corporation of Dublin, Public 
Health Department, Municipal Buildings, 
Dublin,’’? and should be received by him 
not later than March 13, 1944. A deposit 
of £3 3s., made payable to the ‘‘ City 
Treasurer, Dublin, Ireland.’ should 
accompany the application. 


[MAINTENANCE SCHOLAR- 
SHIPS IN ARCHITECTURE 


Te Architects Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom offer for award in 
June, 1944, certain Maintenance Scholar- 
ships in Architecture. The scholar:/:ips 
will consist of a grant for the payment, 
in whole or in part, of the school fees and 
necessary subscriptions, instruments, 
books, etc., and, when necessary, a main- 
tenance allowance not to exceed as a rule 
£100 a year. The scholarships will be 
renewable from year to year until the 
student has finished his or her school 
training. They will be available for 
students of British nationality who could 
not otherwise afford such training to 
enable them to attend architectural schools 
approved by the Council. The scholar- 
ships will be available both for students 
who have already begun their training 
and for students wishing to begin their 
training. Scholarships will not be granted 
to students who will be less than 17 years 
of age on October 1, 1944. 

Particulars and forms of application 
may be obtained from; The Secretary to 
the Board of Architectural] Education, 
Architects Registration Council of the 
United. Kingdom, 68, Portland Place, 
London, W.1. 

Copies of previous years’ examination 
papers may be obtained on payment of 6d. 
The closing date for the receipt of appli- 
cations, duly completed, is February 29. 


Ald. E. J. Bigwood, F.S.I. 

Alderman Ernest James _ Bigwood, 
senior partner in a leading Birmingham 
firm of auctioneers, surveyors and land 
agents, and “‘ Father ’’ of Worcestershire 
County Council, whose death took place 
on Christmas Day, at the age of 85, was 
an authority on surveying and valuation. 
He was president of the Auctioneers’ and 
Estate Agents’ Institute of the United 
Kingdom in 1921, and president of the 
College of Estate Management in 1930. 
In 1892 he was elected a member of 
Worcestershire Coanty \. Couwticil},. and 
became an alderman in 1900. 
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REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS 
MR. WALLIS ON THE PROPOSED 
SCHEME. 


SPEAKING at the Gravesend Rotary Club 
on January 10, Mr. Leste Waztis, 
President -of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, replied to 
criticisms of the proposal for a qualitative 
** Register of Builders’’ after the war, 
which the National Federation is at 
present considering. Registration, he said, 
by improving the standard and status of 
the builder, would do a great service to 
the general public. 

The scheme aimed at assisting and pro- 
tecting -all builders, and especially the 
small builder, against those with no know- 
ledge of it who invaded the building indus- 
try, let down the public and the industry, 
and then tried something else. ‘‘ Most 
people think,’ added Mr. Wallis, ‘ they 
could answer the question, ‘ What is a 
builder?’ yet we in the industry itself 
find a definition very difficult to agree 
upon. There is one thing we are all 
agreed upon, and that is that the medium 
and small builder has been, is, and always 
will be, the backbone of the industry. I 
need hardly add that I will never be a 
party to harming him in any way. And 
registration, as I see it, ‘will certainly not 
do that. 

‘* Broadly, the Register would be a 
voluntary one, and when it is opened will 
contain no names at all.. No one will be 
put on the Register as a matter of course. 
All will have to apply and produce some 
evidence, such as work they have already 
done, before their applications would even 
be considered. The selection panel will 
not be builders alone, but will, I hope, 
include representatives of architects. sur- 
veyors, local authorities, and so on.”’ 

Such a test would bar the invader, for 
he would not be able to produce the evi- 
dence required. It would not bar the 
operative who, having saved some money, 
decided to set. up on his own account. For 
if he was a good craftsman his work would 
speak for him; and if he was not a good 
craftsman, he should not be a builder, for 
he would not be able to expect good crafts- 
manship from those he employed. 

‘“We cannot expect to stamp out 
altogether and at once the bad builder, 
but as the public becomes aware of the 
difference in the quality of work done by 
a registered and an unregistered builder, 
the latter will surely be driven out of busi- 
ness, whether in the village or in London, 

‘* We have not forgotten that every 
builder has got to start some time. How 
can he get a job if he is not registered? 
A way will be found, such as the granting 
of provisional registration, which later can 
be converted into full registration or 
cancelled. 

‘* T feel the general public and the indus- 
try. will approve whole-heartedly of the 
principles of the scheme. It will not, and 
must. not, prevent a genuine craftsman 
starting a builder’s business.”’ 


Mr. P. Wilson Steer’s Estate. 

Mr. Puiu Witson Steer, O.M., of 
Chevne-walk (estate already valued, 
£88,826; further property now valued, 
£66,167), left total of £154,993. 


A Liverpool Cathedral Calendar. 


Among a number of calendars and 
seasonable greetings received from our 
readers, which we gratefully acknowledge, 
is one’ showing the Vestey Tower, Liver- 
pool Anglican Cathedral. Mr. Gordon 
Hemm, whose work it is, tells us that the 
calendar is on sale (price 1s. 9d. each) 
in aid of the Duke of Gloucester’s Red 
Cross Fund, Copies may be obtained 
from Mr. Hemm at %, Scarisbrick- 
avenue, Southport, Lancs. 
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Model by William Crosbie. 


THE BUILDER 


MODEL OF THE NEW PLAN, 


CLYDEBANK REPLANNED 


SAM BUNTON, L.R.I.B.A., A.R.LA.S., 


THe BurGH or CLYDEBANK, LYING ON THE NORTH BANK OF 
the Clyde and adjoining the Glasgow city boundary, 
suffered cruelly by reason of enemy raiding in 1941, 
when. some 40 per cent. of the houses were rendered 
totally uninhabitable, and scarcely a house escaped 
damage in some degree. Desolation reached a degree 
which has probably not been exceeded in any bombed 
area, though courage never faltered and work in the 


age 


TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANT 


busy riverside industrial area kept under way, 
Perhaps the main reason why morale maintained. itself 
at such a remarkable level was the promptitude with 
which the situation was tackled by the Town Council 
of Clydebank, in conjunction with their Town Planning 
Consultant, Mr. Sam Bunton, L.R.I.B.A., A.R.I.A.S. An 
immediate start on repairs was made, as a result of 
which 7,500 (about two-thirds) of the houses in the 
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GENERAL VIEW. OF PLANNING: SECTION. 


THE HOUSE FOR AGEING OR SINGLE PERSONS. 


CLYDEBANK REPLANNED : AN EXHIBITION. 
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burgh .have been made. habitable. 
A full account of the work in 
this direction was given in The 
Builder for July 4, 1941. Such work 
could obviously be regarded only 
as a temporary process. There 
were two reasons for this: not 
only were the majority of the 
houses so badly damaged as to 
make it probable that their life 
was limited, but the town had 
grown in a casual, largely un- 
planned manner at, the call.of the 
riverside .industries it serves. It 
‘was clearly necessary both that 
there should be a considerable and 
immediate accession of new houses 
and that these houses should con- 
form to a plan which should allow 
the inhabitants to breathe and the 
town to develop to best advantage. 

Mr. Bunton’s scheme has now 
been made public; more, it is 
under way, and, as Mr. Thomas 
Johnston, M.P. (Secretary of State 
for Scotland), stated in opening the 
Exhibition of plans at the Janetta- 
street School, Clydebank, on De- 
cember 23, there are now 579 houses 
under construction. The Housing 
Committee estimate there will 
be a need for about 8,000 new 
houses. Clydebank is thus the first 
“‘blitzed’”’ borough in Great 
Britain to get its reconstruction 
ander “way. 

The town plan, which has re- 
<eived preliminary official approval, 
divides the burgh into eight neigh- 
bourhood .units, each of about 1,000 
houses accommodating 4,500 people. 
In addition, plans have been tenta- 
tively laid for an overflow satellite 
town to the north-west. The layout 
may be seen from the entirely 
satisfactory: model (shown on page 
33) which has been constructed by 
Mr. William Crosbie. A new town 
centre is proposed on the. high 
ground to the north of the burgh, 
to provide municipal buildings, 
central shopping area, the main 
library, a concert hall and -techni- 
cal school. The contours of the 
ground have enabled an interesting 
layout to be adopted. Neighbour- 
hood units will, of course, have 
individual shopping areas, schools 
(nursery, elementary and secon- 
dary, sited to enable safe and con- 
venient access), recreational spaces 
and community buildings. Two 
neighbourhood units are shown in 
layout on page 33; these, as all the 
new house building, will be at a 
density of 12 houses to the acre. 

The industry which will maintain 
Clydebank is for the most part 
linked with the riverside, irrevoc- 
ably so. While this has the great 
disadvantage of shutting off. the 
residential parts from access to the 
waterside, there are compensations 
jn that each portion is distinct. 
Reliance upon heavy industry as a 
basis of employment has. on 
several occasions hit the town hard 
jn pre-war days, and the new plan 
envisages the introduction of light 
industry, notably the. mass-produc- 





THE BUILDER 





VIEW IN KITCHEN. 
A MODEL FLAT : INTERIOR VIEWS. 


tion of house units. This new 
industry will be planned to take 
advantage of the railway system 
which ‘serves the riverside area, 
and will lie on a zoned industrial 
belt to either side of the Glasgow- 
Dumbarton road. which will be 
widened. 

So much for the plan. Housing 
will be largely of terrace type, two- 
storeyed. house blocks.‘and_ three- 
storeyed flats. Plans and elevations 
of both types are illustrated in 
these. pages. The needs of -single 
persons, especially women, will 
receive careful attention,. and’ suit- 
able one-room flats, with communal 
recreational facilities, are planned. 
Accommodation for old couples will 
also be provided, and a design for 
flatlets for such persons is shown 


on page 34. These blocks will not 
be segregated, but- will be inter- 
spersed in groups according to 
demand among the two- and three- 
storeyed dwellings; recreational 
rooms on a communal basis. will 
again be included. Schools, includ- 
ing two denominational schools for 
Roman Catholics, have been sited, 
according to a carefully worked-out 
plan, to reduce journeys to a mini- 
mum. This is first-rate, but we 
could; in an examination of the 
proposals, find no immediate provi- 
sion made for the recreation of the 
young workers. Buildings in each 
neighbourhood unit for youthful 
activities—Scouts, pre-Service train- 
ing units, and, above all, clubs for 
boys and girls—require to be built 
part passu with the housing. War 
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TERRACE 
Above : PLANS, SECTIONS AND ELEVATIONS OF TWO-STOREYED HOUSES. On facing page are DETAILS OF THE THREE-STOREYED FLATS. 


CLYDEBANK REPLANNED. 
SAM BUNTON, L.R.I.B.A., A:R.LAS., TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANT. 
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conditions have sharpened the need 
for such facilities, and moral wel- 
fare is not less important than 
physical well-being. It is doubtful 
whether the popular idea of com- 
munity centres where adults and 
adolescents are in close contact in 
leisure hours can ever be a satis- 
factory solution. Small, individual 
dwellings for. special purposes are 
likely to be best for adolescents, 
and these require to be taken into 
consideration at an early stage. 
Apart from the Planning Section, 
a part of the Exhibition shows the 
methods and materials by which 
the construction will be carried 
out, There are three full-size models 
which give the ordinary man and 


. woman an idea of what Clydebank 


Burgh Council proposes to give 
them as homes. These are:— 

(1) A living-working unit of a 
modern flat, comprising living-room 
with dining annexe, kitchen for 
cooking and working, utility room 
for washing, with an internal dry- 
ing chamber, bathroom, and general 
store. The house is completely 
equipped ‘with built-in furnishings, 
up-to-date facilities for hot water, 
space heating, and cooking by gas. 

(2) A specially designed all- 
electric kitchen for a family of four. 
Equipment includes _ refrigerator, 
washing machine, space heater, 
subsidiary hot-water supply unit, 
iron, clothes-drying cupboard, and 
properly planned lighting and plug- 
point distribution to ensure efficient 
working control. 

(3) A. model, house for ageing 
people, comprising living-room, 
bedroom annexe, electric kitchen, 
and bathroom with equipment. 


THE KITCHEN SIDE. 


CLYDEBANK REPLANNING EXHIBITION: . 
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Also on view are several experi- 
ments in housing construction, 
among them wood-wool slabs ren- 
dered externally and plastered in- 
ternally, and also the ‘‘Foam Slag”’ 
system of construction which is to 
be used by the local authority to 
build experimental permanent 
houses this year. These experi- 
ments are being made by Mr. 
Bunton, who has also designed the 
prefabricated plumbing panel on 
the one-stack system, a working 
model of which is illustrated on 
this page. The installation is com- 
pletely made of copper, and the 
objects achieved are: (a) removal 
of unsightly piping from the out- 
side of houses; (b) complete pro- 
tection against freezing, as the 
pipes are contained within a 
specially insulated duct in which is 
located the combination cylinder 
and cistern, providing a constant 
circulation of hot air within the 
piping system; (c) reduction in 
building cost as one pipe serves to 
ventilate both soil and waste, as 
well as taking rain-water discharge ; 
(d) reduction in building time, as 
the container has only to be 
attached to walls, floors and roof in 
one piece, and therefore implies 
hours for fitting instead of days; 
(e) improved working conditions 
for the operatives, since all activi- 
ties are completely carried out 
under cover and in factory condi- 
tions. 

We found the Exhibition stimu- 
lating. There is in Clydebank a 
spirit of enterprise and co-operation 
in the housing field which is all to 
the good and must play no incon- 
siderable part in _ strengthening 
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public morale. Clydebank is to be 
congratulated on its efforts and Mr. 
Bunton and his assistants (who 
include Messrs. B. McCulloch, J. A. 


. Coia, K. Frazer, R. H. Webber, 


R. Harrison, and the late Andrew 
Bryce) on their fine work. 


The Opening Ceremony 


‘To speed up emergency housing, 
there is a possibility of combing out on 
a temporary basis some building 
craftsmen from Civil Defence organisa- 
tions.” This statement was made by 
Mr. THomas Jonnston, M.P., Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, when he 
spoke at the formal opening of Clyde- 
bank’s Housing, Town Planning and 
Reconstruction Exhibition on Decem- 
ber 23. The Government was trying 
to plan out 50,000 post-war houses a 
year for Scotland under the long-term 
aspect of housing. Dealing with the 
short-term aspect, he said it was not 
land which was holding up the houses, 
nor was it money or materials. It was 
labour, and the Government for a 
variety of reasons had been compelled 
to reject the proposal to release build- 
ing craftsmen from the Services. In 
Clydebank 588 houses had been com- 
pleted since the outbreak of the war, 
and there were now 579, including the 
Clober estate, under construction. At 
the moment when there was additional 
labour available, there would be no 
difficulty in securing other authorisa- 
tions to augment Clydebank’s housing 
needs. 

BalL1igE ALEXANDER BRAES, convener 
of the Housing Committee, said that 
at the present time it was estimated 
that the town required about 8,000 
houses, and the Council hoped, with 
the assistance of the Government and 
the Scottish Office, that they would 


‘have plans so prepared that immedi- 


ately the war ended they would be 
able to get ahead with the reconstruc- 
tion of the town. 





THE BATHROOM SIDE. 


PREFABRICATED PLUMBING UNIT. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


** Building Employers—A Plea for 
Unity.” 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Str,—Although this letter is relevant 
to recent correspondence in your columns, 

f am not here concerned to deal with 
questions of industrial organisation. It 
should be sufficiently apparent ‘already 
that a multiplicity of separate bodies of 
employers, each taking a separatist line of 
its own, would be bad for the employers 
as a whole, and bad, in the long run, for 
all who have dealings with them. No 
amount of stunt publicity can either 
obscure or embellish the central fact. that, 
in these times, integration means 
strength, health and usefulness, while 
disintegration spells disaster. 

My object is rather to emphasise a fact 
which is too often forgotten—namely, 
that without the work of the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
neither the individual worker nor the in- 
dividual employer could have experienced 
the degree of security which has become 
normal in recent years. Nor could the 
industry have rendered its great service 
to the Government during this war. 

Older men can recall conditions in 
which the work of this industry was con- 
tinually subject to interruption by labour 
upsets of many kinds. Even at the pre- 
sent time such troubles have been far too 
common in other industries whose organi- 
sation was not so wisely conceived. In- 
deed, there is no other major industry 
with a cleaner record of orderliness than 
the building industry. All this tends to 
be taken for granted. Many smaller 
firms, for instance, probably fail to 
realise that, if the National Joint Council 
had not continually kept labour condi- 
tions stable, they would often, in these 
modern times, have found great difficulty 
in carrying on their business at all. Simi- 
larly, many operatives probably fail to 
realise that violent, fluctuations in wages 
and costs would have meant for them, as 
individuals, far less continuity of employ- 
ment and. far. more frequent periods of 
anxiety. . Those in the sub-trades, too, 
who tend to make separatist agreements, 
ught to realise that they are: really de- 
pengent for their stability upon the main 
National Joint Agreement of the Building 
Industry (however their rules may dis- 
guise the fact), and to consider whether 
a spurious separatism may not endanger 
the whole industry, including their own 
interests, 

Two practical illustrations from quite 
different angles may point the moral, On 
the one hand, at the time of the world 
‘slump of 1931-32, there were strong ten- 
dencies towards undercutting wage rates, 
especially in those classes of labour of 
which there was a great surplus. These 
tendencies might have resulted in such 
frictions, irregularities and chaotic con- 
ditions of wage rates as would surely 
have checked and stifled the subsequent 
trade revival. But the National Joint 
‘Council. kept steadfastly to the Agree- 
ments, the chaos was avoided, and ¢on- 
tractors, housebuilders, and all concerned 
were able to retain a firm basis for their 
operations. 

Again, on the other hand, in 1938-39 
the advent of a Government Defence Pro- 
gramme, at a time when the industry was 
already busy, did actually cause certain 
large firms to offer wages substantially 
higher than the agreed rates for those 
classes of labour which were in short 
supply: There was thus the dangerous 
tendency: towards indiscriminate, out- 
‘bidding for labour which, if’ unchecked, 
would have led to such wage chaos and 
+o such consequent disputes that the war 
effort would have been seriously affected 
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ata most critical time. It would also 
have denuded many smaller firms of their 
labour even before the war started. The 
work of the National Joint Council jre- 
vented these chaotic conditions and all 
ills which would otherwise have accrued. 
Can it fail to be recognised by all those 
whose livelihood depends upon the welfare 
of this great industry that the work of 
the National Joint Council is of vital im- 
portance? ; 
It is quite true that we become so 
accustomed to the benefits of our many 
daily services—such, for instance, as our 
water supply—that we are only conscious 
of their great value when they break 
down. It is much the same with our 
national joint industrial machinery. 
Nevertheless, I would ask all connected 
with the industry (especially employers 
and workers of all kinds) to consider what 
their own position would have been .if, in 
lieu of the orderly and regulated provi- 
sions of the National Joint Council, there 
had been the law of the jungle in the 
working conditions of the building 
trades. W. H. Forsprke. 
Chairman, National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry. 
Sheffield. 








To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sin,—The insistence of the Government 
upon a Party truce for the war period has 
undoubtedly resulted in a smoother and 
quicker method of prosecuting the war 
than could be expected if the attention of 
legislators and the country were diverted: 
by Party squabbles. 

I submit that the interests of the build- 
ing trade are being badly served by the 
unseemly squabble between the two bodies 
of master builders, and any attempt to 
widen the breach and delay the inevitable 
fusion of effort is a national disservice. 

The inability to find some basis for co- 
operative working is amazing to those 
who have been fortunate enough to meet 
the respective presidents and to have ex- 
perienced their kindly patience and under: 
standing tolerance in dealing with their 
multifarious duties. 

From whence comes the resistance to 
reasonable compromise? 

I suggest that both bodies take a 
referendum of their master builder mem- 
bers on the following question :— 

“Do you wish the matters between the 
two bodies referred to a Committee of 
Inquiry, composed of six ordinary mem- 
bers (not paid officials) of each body, with 
an independent chairman appointed by 
the President of the R.I.B.A.? ”’ 

The committee, if set up, should be 
instructed to report within two months, 
and within one month of publication a free 
vote of all-master builder members of both 
bodies should be taken on the recom- 
mendations. Both executives would then 
be quite sure that the wishes of their 
members were being properly. regarded. 

I feel certain that the usual common- 
sense of the average member would assert 
itself, and that a ‘‘ combined operational 
control ”? would be brought into being, to 
enable the energies of the whole of the 
master builders (large and small) to be 
rededicated to the common good, instead 
of being squandered in internecine 
quarrels. A. W. Yromans. 

London, W.1. 


Post-War Housing. 
To rae Enpiror or The Builder. 

Sir,—We are constantly being assured 
by people who should know that it will 
not be long before British industry, and 
the building trades in particular, find 
themselves on the threshold of the greatest 
endeavour they have ever been called upon 
to make. 
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When: this call arrives, what will be the 
position of this, our own industry? Will 
it be ready to provide, quickly, the houses 
for our Servicemen to make into homes, or 
shall we still be discussing whether to 
place a new form of construction under 
the heading of Standardisation or Pre- 
fabrication? Shall we still be pondering 
whether the headship of the Brixton Schoo! 
of Building would be better in the hands 
of a builder, an architect, or—someone 
else? Shall we suspend operations until 
we have decided upon the manner in which 
we shall deduct income tax from the build- 
ing artisan? Will all the embers of the 
various bodies who keep pleading for 
unity secure this in time? 

Returning Servicemen (and civilians) 
will not care for any of these things, pro 
vided the building industry is in a position 
to ‘‘ deliver the goods.’’ Who wants to 
live in the Shambles area of York, any- 
way’? Who cares if his house is not en- 
closed by geometrical (or mathematical) 
tiles, provided the house is warm, dry 
and comfortable? 

This preamble is not a reflection on 
people, it is a reflection on what the 
industry was thinking in 1943. On the 
eve of Waterloo our minds are full of 
Agincourt, and as it is with the industry, 
so is it with the Ministry with which we 
are primarily concerned, A sense of values 
and the necessity of putting first things 
first seems to have eluded us. 

That you, Sir, have been concerned 
about the loose ends and vagueness of The 
Plan is much in evidence in your leading 
article of December 24, and it appears to 
me that the declarations of the new 
Minister are very much to the point and 
to the liking of the public when he pro. 
mised priority for housing, and the slogan 
‘** Houses First’ should be the battlecry. 

May I suggest that it is not lack of 
planning, but overplanning, that has 
caused the inertia of late? May I ask— 
Is it not possible that, in the beginning 
of what may be such an eventful year, the 
powers-that-be might realise that we are 
overplanned and begin to design—not a 
house, but the manner of its construction? 

Glancing through my 1943 copies of The 
Builder, or little relating to discussion 
on new modes of construction, at least 
none so far that can, for our conditions, 
be compared with brick. We can plan 
and plan, but if our houses are not to be 
erected any more quickly, what is the 
point ? 

The Ministry tell us that experimental 
houses are being erected—of what? And 
how? Are we of the industry not to be 
told? And if the experiments are a 
failure, is this so much more time wasted ” 
Why not publish the details and allow 
building opinion to extend, and probably 
improve on the ideas given? 

Lord Woolton made a success of the 
Food Ministry. by inviting (and getting) 
the assistance of the trade, and the same 
can be done in his new job of. reconstruc- 
tion provided the present policy of ‘sus- 
penders before socks”’ is reversed. 

N. Jackson. 


**We appreciate our correspondent’s 
desire to see more evidence of activity, 
but would point out that the position is 
by no means so unsatisfactory as he seems 
to suppose. A great deal of experimental 
work on new methods and materials is 
going on at the present time under the 
direction of Derg enterprise, local 
authorities and the Ministry of Works. 
Work of this kind takes time if it is care- 
fully done, as it- must be since it vitally 
affects the health and welfare of future 
generations. In the case of, the experi- 
mental houses of the Ministry of Works 
we believe that an announcement may be 
expected about April.—Ep. 
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January 14.1944 


HOUSING AND THE BUILDING SOCIETIES 
CONFERENCE’S IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS 


TuHerE has been issued a report of the 
Joint Conference of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council, and the 
Building Societies Association, which con- 
tains recommendations of widespread im- 
portance to the public and the building 
industry, of -which the full text is 
appended. 

The delegates to the Conference were : 

The Royal Institute of British Architects: 
Cc. H. James, A.B.A., -R.I.B.A., Hubert 
Lidbetter, F.R.1.B.A., A. L. Roberts, F.R.I.B.A., 
and C. D. Spragg (then Assistant Secretary). 

The National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council: Dr. J. Greenwood Wilson, J. W. Laing, 
F.1.0.B., Sir Jonah Walker-Smith, M.P., Norman 
Wates, and Norman H. Walls peseern. 

The ‘Building Societies Association: Stanley 
C. Ramsey, F.R.I.B.A. (Chairman of the Con- 
ference), Wm. McKinnell, F.F.A.. R. Bruce 
Wycherley, M.C., Sir Harold Bellman, J.P., 
LL.D.,; Arthur Hollis, F.S.I., F.A.I., Lewis H. 
Pratt, Sir Geoffrey Shakespeare, Bart., M.P., 
David W. Smith, J.P., Sydney A. Smith, 
F.S.1., Dr. L. Dudley i6t Andrew Stewart, 
C.A., Hugh F. Thoburn, F.S.I., and Brig. Geo. 
Sir Edward N. Whitley, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., 
D.L., with L, F. Gregory (Acting Secretary), 
F. H. Champion (Public lations Officer) and 
G. W. Hemming, F.8.I. (Hon. Secretary to the 
Conference). 


Terms of Reference. 

(1) To consider by what means the im- 
provement of housing standards can best 
be effected after the war 

(2) To consider the availability of build- 
ing materials in the immediate post-war 
years. 

(3) To consider how the procedure of 
the approval of schemes can be improved. 

(4). To investigate and discuss any 
other matters relating to the post-war 
housing programme which are of interest 
to the parties to the Conference. 


Qualitative Standards. 

(a) In commencing the discussion on this 
subject the four recommendations as to 
standards for post-war housing which 
were made by the Qualitative Standards 
Sub-Committee of the Reconstruction 
Committee of the Building Societies Asso- 
ciation, and which have been approved by 
the Councils of the three parties to the 
Conference, were referred to. These 
recommendations, subsequently referred to 
as the Charter, are as follows :— 

(i) The site planning to be in accor- 

dance with the plans of the projected 
central planning authority, which will 
have nation-wide powers, and of which 
the nucleus at least apparently already 
exists in the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning. 
. (ii) As a safeguard against over-rigid 
central control, and to assist in secur- 
ing proper harmony with the local 
environment, however, the design and 
planning of the house should be subject 
to the approval of the local authority, 
which should consult for this purpose 
qualified technical advisers. 

(iii) The local bye-laws should be 
thoroughly revised and brought up to 
date, and enforced by means _ of 
adequate supervision. 

(iv) The quality of the workmanship 
and of the materials should be certified 
by a properly constituted body, fully 
representative of the interests prima- 
rily concerned, and given statutory 
authority. 

(6) With regard to (ii), the Conference 
is in complete agreement with the recom- 
mendation, and considers that the func- 
tions of what has been termed the Central 
Planning Authority will now devolve on 





the Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning, 

(c) With regard to (ii), the Conference 
supports the argument that the ultimate 
responsibility for the planning of new 
units should rest with the local authority, 
but that such control should be exerted 
on behalf of local authorities by persons 
having adequate technical qualifications, 
whether they be paid employees of the 
authority concerned, or panels of archi- 
tects, builders and informed laymen on 
the voluntary system, which was found 
useful in many areas prior to the war, or, 
alternatively, to statutory panels as en- 
visaged in the Scott Committee Report 
(paragraph 162).* 

(ad) In considering (iii), it was pointed 
out by Sir Geoffrey Shakespeare that since 
1936 the adopiion of the Model Bye-laws 
was obligatory on all local authorities. In 
view of this, the Conference agrees that 
the words ‘“‘revised and” be omitted 
from Clause (iii) of the Charter. The need 
for the general enforcement of local bye- 
laws was agreed, but it is the view of the 
members of this Conference that bye-laws 
alone will not effect the improvements in 
housing standards which, in the opinion 
of the Conference, are desirable. The 
County Councils and the Councils of most 
cities and boroughs are able to employ 
adequate technical staff, but many scat- 
tered Urban and Rural District Councils 
are unable to retain the services of quali- 
fied personnel. The remedy might lie 
with the regrouping of such areas for 
housing purposes, so that the responsi- 





* Extract From Scott. Committee Report (para. 
162).—‘‘ We are appreciative of the good work 
done in many counties by the voluntary Ad- 
visory Panels of architects and others in pro- 
moting good design and harmony, but consider 
that it is unfair to leave such important work 
to voluntary effort and that review by statutory 
panels of paid architects and others, which we 
recommend should be set up, should be com- 
pulsory. The economies which would result 
from this expert advice should lower rather than 
ingrease costs. ere is a wide and very im- 
portant field for architects in this sphere of 
rural housing, and the use of modern materials 
to harmonise with existing local and the tradi- 
tional type of building calls for much study. 
It is especially important that supervision be 
exercised not only over new building but also 
over the additions to or restoration of existing 
buildings. and it should extend to execution as 
well as, design.” 
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bility for the passing of plans and the 
enforcement’ of -bye-laws in such. cases 
would be the responsibility of the techni- 
cal staffs of County Councils. _ , 

(e) It is considered of the utmost. im- 
portance that in the future greater colla- 
boration should , exist between  house- 
builders and the architectural profession. 
Such collaboration was markedly lacking 
during the period of intensive: building 
between the two wars, and the reasons for 
this, and the means of obtaining closer 
co-operation in the future were closely 
considered. It is considered that.co-opera- 
tion between architects and house-builders 
is @ matter of great concern not, only to 
those having an interest in housing but 
to the welfare of the nation as a whole, 
and it can only be brought about by : (1) 
The education of the public; and (2) 
Greater attention being given to the de- 
sign of domestic buildings, particularly 
the smaller types, by the architectural 
schools. 

(f) It is realised that this:is a long- 
term policy, but in the: meantime co- 
operation between architects and builders 
should be encouraged in every-:way pos- 
sible. The house-builder members of the 
Conference are in favour of making the 
employment of architects compulsory’ for 
the design of all houses as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

(g) With regard to (iv), consideration 
was given to the operations of . the 
National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council prior to the war, whereby. houses 
were erected for sale by firms of builders 
under a guarantee that the materials and 
workmanship complied with a standard 
specification laid down by the’ Registra- 
tion Council, and that ‘the standard of 
workmanship had been inspected’ and 
certified in various stages by the Council’s 
technical employees. The merits of -this 
system received general approval, but its 
effectiveness, when applied to the immense 
problems of post-war housing, ‘is ‘depen- 
dent upon the granting of some form of 
statutory authority. The members of the 
Conference unanimously ‘agree that Clause 
(iv) of the ‘‘ Charter ’’ should be amended 
as follows: ‘‘The quality of the work- 
manship and of the materials be’ certified 
by the National House-Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council, as expressly constituted for 
its wider functions, and provided it is 
given statutory authority.” 

(A) The Clauses of the. ‘‘ Charter,” if 
amended according to the recommenda- 
tions of the Conference, would read as. 
follows :— 

(a) That the site planning be subject. 
to the approval of the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning. 

(b) That the design and planning of 
the houses be approved by the local 
authority; such. approval to be the re- 
sponsibility of .the authority’s own 
qualified technical staff where employed, 
and in other cases to be dealt with by 
a statutory panel as envisaged in the 
Seott Committee Report (para. 162). 

(c) That the. local bye-laws, enforced 
by adequate supervision, be complied 


with. 
(d) That the quality of the workman- 
ship and of the materials be certified by 
the National House-Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council, as. expressly constituted” 
for its wider functions and provided it 
is given statutory authority. 

(7) The necessity for avoiding any pro- 
posals which might have the effect of re- 
stricting or delaying the supply of houses: 
after the war is’ fully appreciated by the- 
Conference, but it endorses the recom-- 
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mendations set out above if properly and 
speedily applied, as the most effective 
means of improving standards in post-war 
years. 


Private Enterprise. 

(a) From such data as are available, and 
from the pronouncements of Government 
speakers, it is envisaged that there will be 
an urgent need for 4,000,000 houses after 
the war to replace unhealthy, worn-out 
and sfim duellines, to provide for the 
replacement of property destroyed by 
enemy action, and to cater for the inevit- 
able demand for’ new houses which has 
been aggravated so considerably by the 
cessation of building during war years. 
It is the unanimous.opinion of this Con- 
ferénce that a programme of such magni- 
tude cannot possibly be carried ‘out within 
a period of 10 to 12 years except with the 
active co-operation of private enterprise, 
which during the period between the last 
two wars built nearly 5,000,000 out of the 
4,000,000 houses erected. It is also fully 
realised that it is difficult for private 
enterprise to make extensive and effective 
plans for post-war reconstruction at. the 
present time until the Government has 
publicly announced whether, and to what 
degree, it intends to implement the 
recommendations contained in the Barlow, 
Scott and Uthwatt Reports. At the 
present time the State, through the agency 
of local authorities, is pressing forward 
with plans for the development of such 
sites in their respective areas as would 
normally and inevitably be developed for 
housing purposes without any risk of 
using up valuable agricultu land, or 
land likely to be required for green belt 
or industrial zones. This means, in effect, 
that many available sites are to be ear- 
marked by local authorities, and private 
owners or builders are thereby at a dis- 
advantage in making any preparations in 
advance for post-war development. 

(6) From the speeches of the Minister 
of Health, Mr. Ernest Brown, and other 
members of the Government, it is clear 
that the Government intends to encourage 
the use of private enterprise in the solu- 
tion of the housing problem. But, it is not 
so clear as to the manner in which private 
enterprise is expected to function. 

(c) From answers in the House it may 
be assumed that, of the 4,000,000 houses a 
substantial proportion will be for the 
lower income groups, and that these. will 
have some measure of priority. Economic 
factors will also exert a powerful influ- 
ence upon any plans which the building 
industry can make now for development 
after the. war. Amongst these factors 
are :— 

(i) The prices of building materials, 
and will prices be ‘controlled ? : 

(ii) Will there be priorities for the 
release of materials for specified pur- 
poses, such as the housing of the 
working classes? 

(iii) Will there be any form of 
Government subsidy? . 

(iv) Will some materials be in short 
supply, thereby involving the use ot 
more costly substitutes? 

(v) What will be the conditions with 
regard to wages and working ‘hours in 
the industry, and the mobility or flexi- 
bility of the labour force? 


(d) All these factors affect the re-entry 
of private enterprise into large-scale house- 
building after the war, and it is felt that 
it is of the utmost importance that the 
Government should utter a clear pro- 
nouncement as to its attitude, after: con- 
sultation with the interests concerned, if 
private enterprise is to play an adequate 
ipart in rehousing the nation. : 
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Prefabrication. 

(a) This subject has aroused spirited dis- 
cussion of late months and, in view of ite 
impelling need which will arise for a very 
large number of houses in a short time 
after the cessation of hostilities, it is one 
which cannot be disregarded. When ‘pre- 
fabrication is related to the manufacture 
of components, such as kitchen and*bath- 
room fitments, or even internal wall linings, 
its. merits are obvious, and in fact, all 
through this century the house-building 
industry has increasingly found uses for 
prefabricated units, such as metal case- 
ment frames, etc. Prefabrication, how- 
ever, in its larger sense relates to the 
mechanical factory production of the com- 
plete house in standardised units, capable 
of erection upon a prepared site by work- 
men unskilled in building industry tech- 
nique. ‘To carry through an immense 
housing programme in half the time which 
it took to erect the same number of houses 
between 1918 and 1939 is a tremendous 
undertaking, and factory production, which 
can; be carried out. independently of 
weather conditions, may help towards a 
solution of the problem. It is perhaps 
only natural that the building industry, 
both employers and operatives, while fully 


- conscious of the urgent need for houses, 


are deeply concerned, both as to the future 
of the industry and conditions with regard 
to wages and employment if factory opera- 
tives and unskilled labour should supplant 
their building technique and the work of 
the craftsman. 

(b) The Conference inclines to the view 
that not only would the Englishman much 
prefer his home to-be built of the tradi- 
tional materials of brick, stone, concrete, 
tile and slate, etc., but that, so far as can 
be foreseen, there are no national economic 
advantages in departing from these tradi- 
tional materials, though there is no doubt 
scope for the development of prefabricated 
standard fitments, such as bathroom and 
kitchen units, with all plumbing, elec- 
trical and gas services ready for connec- 
tion, also for the development of new 


. materials and new techniques. 


(c) The Conference is keenly alive to the 
urgent need for large-scale housing in the 
shortest possible time if social maladjust- 
ment is to be avoided, but before it can 
pronounce any opinion upon prefabrication 
in its widest sense, it considers that the 
application of this system to modern fac- 
tory technique and new materials should 
receive thorough practical testing under 
the weather conditions prevailing in these 
Islands. 
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(2) _The Conference therefore recom- 
mends that, before any prefabricated or 
other house which does not conform to 
the bye-laws is licensed, it should -be the 
subject of tests and reports by qualified 
scientists, such as constitute H.M. Build- 
ing Research Station at Watford. 

({e) The Conference is of the opinion that 
there should be an open mind on the 
question of prefabrication, but that pre- 
fabricated—as. indeed all—houses should 
conform to three principles ; 
should be pleasant in appearance. (2) 
They should be soundly constructed. (3 
They should satisfy an adequate standar 
of performance and comfort. 


Availability of Building Materials. 

(2) This is a subject of importance in 
connection. with reconstruction, because” 
the availability or non-availability of any 
of the traditional materials may have a 
considerable effect upon the design of 
houses and standards generally in the re- 
construction period, but it should be made 
clear that any conclusions reached are only 
conjectural, because no precise information 
is available as to stocks held in this 
country, or as to the availability of ship- 
ping for importation after the war. Refer- 
ences to the subject. were made by minis- 


terial speakers at the recent Building Con- 


gress at Central Hall, Westminster, and 
from this and other sources of information 
the ition with regard to the principal 
building materials would appear to be as 
follows :— 

(6) Steelwork.—Should be in plentiful 
supply. 

c) Timber.—The position ‘as regards 
timber is still in considerable doubt. This 
material will probably be in short supply, 
although apart from any stocks that may 


be available in this country, large-scale 


importation of timber from Canada and 
elsewhere should be possible, as it is 
understood that large stocks have been 
cut, dried, stacked and reserved for this 
pur , but the situation may be affected 
by international considerations. 

(d) The Conference is of. opinion that 
the Government should take all possible 
steps to secure an adequate supply of 
timber at a reasonable cost. 

(e) Bricks.—Optimistié opinions have 
been expressed as to the ability of the 
brickmaking industry to expand produc- 
tion withiri a reasonably short time to 
meet’ the huge demand which will arise. 
From available statistics it would appear 
that. the peak production of bricks in this 
country in between the two wars was 
7,000,000,000 per. annum, and this figure 
would be just about sufficient to provide 
for a programme of 400,000 houses a year 
(i.e., 4,000,000 in 10 years) without taking 
into account the further immense demand 
which will arise for bricks for the repair 
of war-damaged property, and for the erec- 
tion of business premises, schools and 
public buildings. Taking into account the 
fact that many brickfields have been shut 
down during the war, and may take some 
little time to restore to full production,. it 
will be necessary for the industry to in- 
crease very substantially its peak produc- 
tion of pre-war years. If, however, all 
concerned are alive to the danger of such 
a shortage, it is considered that the supply 
of bricks will probably be in advance of, 
rather than behind, user-capacity. 

(f) Cement.—It is considered probable 
that the cement. industry in this country is 
sufficiently organised to be able to meet 
any demand, and that the constituents of 
concrete will also be available. 

(g) Builders’ -ironmongery, sinks, baths 
and other glazed ware, electrical fittings 
and components may all bein short supply 
at the outset of the building programme, 
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but with the release of factories at present 
used for, war purposes, and ample supplies 
of basic materials-and skilled workmen, 
such shortage is only likely to be of a 
temporary nature. 

(h) The general feeling of the Conference 
is therefore that the availability of build- 
ing materials is not likely to cause a 
serious delay to the post-war housing pro- 
gramme, because other factors, such as 
economics, planning restrictions and labour 
difficulties are likely to involve an jnevit- 
able time-lag of anything up to two years 
before building can really get into its 
stride, and during that period the various 
branches of the building materials industry 
should be. able to reorganise themselves 
for peak production. 

(j) Note.—All the materials referred to 
above are home-produced, with the excep- 
tion of timber. 


Availability of Labour. 

(a) Some 1,000,000 men were directly 
employed by the building industry, plus 
250,000 in the civil engineering industry, 
before the war, and it is probable that at 
the end of the war there will not be more 
than 400,000 workmen in both industries, 
many of -whom are over age, and have 
only returned.to work during the’ period 
of hostilities. The Government proposes 
to increase the man-power of the building 
industry over a period to approximately 
1,250,000, this increase to’ be realised by 
the demobilisation of building operatives, 
by ‘a system of apprenticeship training, 
and by the short and intensive instruction 
of suitable new entrants to the industry 
from demobilised Servicemen. 

(b) The Conference is of opinion that 
the availability of skilled building labour 
is likely to be the limiting factor in post- 
war reconstruction, and the Government 
and the building industry should continue 
to take all possible steps to ensure an 
adequate labour force. 


Procedure for Securing the Approval of 
Schemes. 

(a) The simplification of building legis- 
lation is a matter of real.importance if 
post-war reconstruction is not to be 
hindered in every stage of peggy At 
the present time the Ministries of Works 
Supply, Health, Planning, Production, 
Transport, Agriculture, Labour, the 
Service Ministries and practically all the 
departments of State are concerned with 
some aspects of building activity, and, 
apart from emergency war-time legisla- 
tion, it is still impossible to say what new 
legislation will arise as a result of the 
recommendations of the Barlow, Scott and 
Uthwatt Reports. There is also the 
anomaly whereby building in London is 
regulated by the London Building Acts 
and Bye-laws, and under the Public 
Health (London) Act, whereas building 
in the provinces is regulated by bye-laws 
adapted to each distyict based on the 
model bye-laws framed by the Ministry of 
Health. 

(b) It is the opinion of this Conference 
that, as far as housing is concerned, the 
procedure must be so simplified and 
co-ordinated that one application by a 
building owner, accompanied by the neces- 
sary duplication of plans, to one appro- 
priate authority, shall be sufficient. It 
shall then be the duty of such authority, 
be it county, urban or rural district 
council, to take all the necessary steps 
with the various Ministries concerned 
which may be necessary to 
approval. Dasisons on such” applications 
should be given within one calendar 
month. This may mean the drastic over- 
hauling and remodelling of Governmental 
machinery; but the present process by 
which it is sometimes necessary for the 
buildjng owner to make as many as seven 
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applications to seven different authorities 
will assuredly cause chaos, and will do 
more almost: than anything else to: delay 
and hinder the necessary production of 
houses. 


Finance. 

(a) The Conference did not deal fully 
with the question of the provision of the 
capital necessary to finance the huge build- 
ing programme contemplated, but it is 
understood that the building societies are 
likely to have large funds available» to 
finance the purchase of their homes by 
owner-occupiers and that the Reconstruc- 
tion Committee of the Building Societies’ 
Association is taking immediate considera- 
tion of the question of the finance of 
houses to be let, including the possibility 
of a Treasury guarantee on somewhat 
similar terms to that provided under the 
Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1933, 
for houses which could not be provided at 
an economic rent within the means of the 
lower income groups. 


The Urgency of the Problem of Post-War 
Housing. 

(a) In the deliberations of the Con- 
ference speakers have constantly alluded to 
the urgency of the problem which con- 
fronts the nation. Never has there been 
so great a number of conferences, con- 
gresses and committees concerned with 
reconstruction, but the total absence of 
any definite lead as. to Governmental 
intentions prohibits the formulation of 
any practical plans for post-war develop- 
ment. Those who remember the chaos 
which resulted in connection with housing 
after the last war are apprehensive as to 
the consequences’ which may ensue if the 
Government’s . programme of ~ 4,000, 
houses in ten years cannot be fulfilled. 
Too much emphasis cannot be laid as to 
the immensity of the problem now, as 
compared with 1918. Teng of thousands 
of houses, public buildings and business 
premises have been demolished and 
damaged by’ enemy action. An artificial 
redistribution of the population has taken 
place by the evacuation of cities, and the 
dispersal of factories. Coincident with 
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the commencement of demobilisation a 
public clamour will arise for housing, and 
for the sake of political peace, and the 
rehabilitation of our industrigl life, it is 
of supreme importance that practical 
planning, based upon declared Govern. 
ment policy, should be put in hand at the 
earliest possible moment, and not left to 
the conclusion of hostilities. The time is 
past for mere theorising. and the 
expression of pious hopes accompanied by 
elaborate statistics, which mean less than 
nothing to the man in the street seeking 
shelter for himself, his wife and _ his 
family. 

(b) This Conference urges the Govern- 
ment to announce its policy with regard 
to housing, planning and post-war abralop 
ment generally, as until this is made clear, 
private enterprise, though .willing and 
capable of bearing a worthy part in recon- 
struction, is severely handicapped in the 
making of essential plans for future 


activity. 
OBITUARY 


Dr. R. C. Maxwell, O.B.E., P.P.T.P,I, 

The death has taken place in Worthing, 
at the age of 76, of Dr. Richard Cowdy 
Maxwell, O.B.E., LL.D., B.A. Former 
president of the Town Planning Institute 
and vice-chairman of the Convocation of 
London University in 1939, he was an ex- 
pert on the law relating to local govern- 
ment. He was editor of The Justice. of 
the Peace, and was also the author of 
several books on English Idcal govern- 
ment and the Housing Acts. He was an 
Examiner in Law to the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, and also Exam- 
iner for London University Town Plan- 
ning Diploma. As Ministry of Health 
Housing Inspector he held inquiries into 
housing conditions all over England and 
Wales during the last war, and gained 
the O.B.E. for his services. Later he was 
appointed by the Home Office to hold 
public inquiries into the need for elec- 
toral reform. For organising help for the 
Belgian wounded during the Great War 
he was awarded thé Albert Medal by the 
King of the Belgians. 


C. S. Buckingham, F.R.1.B.A., F.S.I. 

.We regret to record the death of Mr: 
Claude Somerset Buckingham, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.8.I., of Norwich, at. the age of 59. He 
served -his articles with the late Mr. 
Garrett Taylor, and after a few years. in 
practice on his own account was joined 
by Mr. A. G. Berry in 1920. Together, 
the partners executed a large amount of 
commercial.and domestic work in East 
Anglia, including additions to Norwich 
High School, Crostwick Hall, Tacolne- 
stone Hall and Wroxham Hall, while they 
also designed Witton House, Broad House, 
Wroxham, and much else. Mr. 
ingham had been acting as chief valuer to 
the War Damage Commission for a wide 
area of the Eastern Counties. 


Henry Bragg, F.R.1.B.A. 

Mr. Henry Bragg, F.R.I.B.A., of 
Avenue-road, South Nereued, who. has 
died at the age of 78, was an architect 
with the London County Council for over 
20 years. Previously he had done archi- 
tectural work for the Corporations of 
both ‘Liverpool and Manchester. 


Alexander Mair, L.R.1.B.A.° 

Mr. Alexander’ Mair, L.R.1B.A., 
F.R.1.A.8., whose death is. reported in 
Ayr, had practised in that town for many 
years, first. as a member of the firm of 
Allan, Stevenson, Mair and Cassels, and 
since. 1929 on his own account. He was 
architect for the extension to Ayr County 
Buildings and for the West of Scotland 
Agricultural College buildings at Auchin- 
cruive. 
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THE BUKLDER 


DRY ROT IN UNOCCUPIED AND DAMAGED HOUSES 


M.0.H. MEMORANDUM. 
Txe following memorandum is issued 
by the Ministry of Health :— 


Increase in Extent of Dry Rot. ; 
There is evidence that the amount of 
dry rot in domestic buildings is at the 
present time greatly .on the increase. This 
is particularly the case in certain districts 
in which large numbers of houses have 
remained unoccupied for a long period or 
have been damaged in air raids. : 
The reasons for this increase include :— 

1. General neglect of upkeep owing 
to shortage of labour and materials. 

2. Alterations of buildings by A.R. 
Precautions such as sandbag _ revet- 
ments which cause walls to become 
damp, closing of sub-floor ventilators 
against poison gas, introduction of 
timber strutting into damp basements. 

5. War damage admitting damp into 
buildings, especially that due to incen- 
diary fires which have been extinguished 
with large volumes,of water. 

4. Absence of owners or tenants of 
property. 

5. Bursting of water-pipes, frozen 
during the severe winters of 1940-41 and 
1941-42, dripping eaves, and broken 
rainwater-pipes, resulting in long 
periods of damp conditions. 


Nature of Dry Rot. 

Dry rot is commonly understood to 
mean decay of timber in buildings caused 
by certain fungi; more strictly it is 
applied to decay caused by the dry-rot 
fungus, Merulius lacrymans. When this 
fungus has once become established on 
damp woodwork it.can spread by means 
of its root-like strands over inert mate- 
rials and through brickwork to attack 
dried timber in other parts of the house. 
An attack can never start on dry timber 
containing less than 20 per cent. of 
moisture (based on the oven-dry weight 
of wood). If, therefore, all the woodwork 


in a building is dry and well ventilated 


there is no risk of dry rot developing, and 
only where dampness persists is there any 


serious risk. Wood severely attacked by 


dry rot is soft, friable, and crumbles to 
powder under slight pressure. It cracks 
up into rectangular pieces and normally 
bea?s a growth of silvery grey fungus, 
often tinged in places with lilac and/or 
pale yellow. 

It spreads (1) by contagion, i.e., by 
actually growing from one room to 
another or from one house in a roW to 
the adjoining house, and (2) by infection, 
i.e., by air-borne spores. The fungus 
eventually forms fruit bodies which give 
off immense numbers of minute, rusty-red 
spores. It is, estimated that a, fruit body 
1 ft. square can produce two million spores 
per minute for a number of days. In this 
way an outbreak of dry rot in one house 
can act as a source of infection for many 
Therefore, in 
order to check the spread of rot through- 


out a building and to prevent the infec- 


tion of a number of houses, it is desirable 


that outbreaks of dry rot should be dealt 


with as promptly as possible. 


Remedial Measures: 
In order to eradicate dry rot it is 


measures, whether the woodwork is to be 
reinstated immediately or not :— 

1. Get. rid of the source of dampness 
originally responsible for the outbreak. 
Remove impervious floor coverings and 
any puggin present. 

Cut out all infeeted wood, cutting 
away 12-18in. beyond last visible signs 
of attack. 


3. Sterilise any brickwork containing 
fungus strands or which has been -in 
contact with infected timber. This can 
be done by prolonged heating with a 
blow-lamp flame or by plentiful applica- 
tion of an antiseptic such as a solution 
of commercial sodium fluoride (60z. to 
the gallon of water). When the fungus 
is deeply embedded in brickwork or 
masonry a second application may be 
necessary should further growths 
appear. 

4. See that there is proper ventilation 
under the floors and around the wood. 

~work. 
If the accommodation is required imme- 


diately, the following precautions should 
also be observed :— 


1. Consider what timber could be 


replaced by concrete with suitable . 


finishings. If a hollow timber floor is 
‘replaced by a solid concrete one, pro- 
vision should be made for ventilating the 
space under any remaining adjoining 
hollow floors. This can be effectively 
done by laying drain-pipes under the 
solid floor and connecting these to the 
vents in the external walls. 

2. Unnecessary. woodwork such ag 
skirtings should not be reinstated, and, 
where walls are likely to remain damp, 
timber lintels, window frames, etc., 
should be replaced by concrete or steel. 

3. All new woodwork used for replace- 
ments should, as far as possible, be weli 
seasoned and should invariably be 
treated with two coats of an effective 
wood preservative. Creosote is an effec- 
tive preservative, but cannot be used 
where its odour would be objectionable 
(as in a food store), or where it will 
** bleed ’’ into, or stain, plaster or paint- 
work. -Under these conditions a water- 
or oil-soluble preservative should be 
used; there are a number of effective 
proprietary wood preservatives of this 
type on the market. Advice concerning 
suitable preservatives for use in par- 
ticular instances, and methods for their 


’ application, as well as more comprehen- 
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sive information on the subject gener- 
ally, can be obtained from Forest Pro- 
ducts Research Laboratory, Princes 
Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


Preventive Measures. 

By far the greater proportion of dry rot 
outbreaks could have been entirely pre- 
vented had certain precautions been taken 
when signs of dampness became evident 
in a building. 

1. If floors have been saturated with 
water, all impervious. coverings such as 
linoleum should be removed at once. 
Floor boards should be taken up along- 
side walls and joist ends exposed. If 
pugging is present and saturated with 
water, this should be removed, 

2. Any debris on floors should be 
removed. 

3. Ventilators under floors should be 
examined and, if necessary, opened or 
cleaned out. If there are not enough 
ventilators and ventilation. under the 
floor appears poor, additional 9in. by 
6 in. air-bricks should be inserted in the 
external walls. 

4. Any soil above damp-proof course 
level should be removed. 

5. Windows in the basement and 
upper floor rooms should be opened 
shghtly at the tops. 

6. Down rainwater pipes should be 
cleaned out, and if found to be cracked, 
replaced. 

7. Leaks in roof should be mended. 
In districts subject to air-raids, frag- 
ments of A.A. shells frequently damage 
slates, ete. 

8. In unoccupied houses the water sys- 
tem should be emptied, in addition to 
cutting off the main supply. 


General. 

It would be helpful if officers of local 
authorities carrying out surveys or exe- 
cuting repairs: could, whenever possible, 
inform owners of property if dry rot is 
found to exist and advise them that steps - 
to eradicate it should be undertaken im- 
mediately, If the attack is dealt. with 
promptly the expenditure involved will be 
much less than if action is delayed. In 
certain buildings it may be undesirable 
to recommend any reinstatement of wood- 
work at the present time, but unless the 
property is’ shortly to be demolished 
eradication of the rot should bé under- 
taken with the least possible delay. 

If dry rot is found in a byilding which 
has been damaged by enemy action it 
may be necessary for the War Damage 
Commission to come to a decision as to 
whether the rot can be considered as war 
damage. It is often difficult to give a 
precise answer to this question, but the 
following points may be taken into con- 
sideration in coming to a decision. If the 
previous history of. the building fail to 
disclose any evidence of dry rot prior to 
the bombing, and it can be proved that 
the woodwork was saturated: with water 
during or subsequently to the raid, there 
would appear to be fairly good circum- 
stantial evidence for ascribing the dry rot 
to war damage. If, on the other hand, 
it'can be proved that there had been out- 
breaks of dry rot prior to the bombing, 
and large timbers in a very advanced 
stage of rot or evidence of earlier 
repair work are discovered; war damage. 
cannot be blamed for the whole of the 
rot, although it can sometimes be justifi- 
ably claimed that the war damage has 
accelerated. or intensified its development. 
Experience has shown that dry rot is more 
likely to develop after fires in which large 
volumes of water have been used for fire- 
fighting than after structural damage 
caused by blast effects. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 2nd APRIL, 1943 


{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors} 
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§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/-" per week or 4d. per day Tool. Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 46 
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THE BUILDER 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works, at London stations, or site, 
Owing to’the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


in London area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 


should 


be confirmed by i inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 









































BRICKS, &c. £5. 4. 

First Hard Stocks ...........++- peese 4 13. 0| Thames Ballast £ 4 
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of haulage is still very di prices must be | Pan Breeze cose 28 @ 

obtained from job to job. In tion, there will be a -- 315 0 

Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of | Best British Portland and credite! 
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Cross in W.C. : pours ap a and 
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and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 35 100 cece neeccasersessccceseseerses 311 O 6 
Stre' 0 0 One side&twoends 39 10 0 at current prices. 4 

Headers ...... 1.29 10 0 Twosides&one end 40 10 0 (Waterproof), bagsextra.... 4 1 0 0 

Quoins, Bulinose Splays and lore.—Jure sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 6 
and ai Flats 36 100 Squints 5... 8 66) ee Se eee. ‘ 

Secon ality, per 1,000 less than best. Cream 

and buff, £2 extra over white, Other colours. Hard Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good cone ; 

Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. dition within ~~ — ie 3 0 

Ace Pe ON Bricks.-3/- per 1,000 except Glazed R Cement 8 10 0 ‘dias nienice tient 06 Oak .ccccceee Mehechatainenton Om 6 
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‘oth si s. 
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three sizes or for special wor . per 
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Pr BE RN RI per ft. cub. 4 7 |CUTTING ~~ “ Slate, ete. Pg § fox non 

Ww! basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. ‘7 . 

Now ia per ft. cube ote for every ft. REMOVING SHUTTERING iin. m3 igin. 1}in. 2in. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. MARKS FROM CONCRETE DD /- 86/2 co ga the 456/- per doz. 

coer Teecaten Witisdeckt: Tiestintiin, «6. 3 i i 
F.O.R. ir! (o] 8. jo H : . 

5 pin er from 10ft. and SverPiteb. 13 3 | Handpieces available ue te 13) i spe 524) per doe 
Sawai 160: S008, 50s Secsek ceeesesy soos 26 it for all purposes. 3g Ag Roam. come, 
Sawn three or four sides .........--+-+ : in. 

York Stone,” BLuE—Robin Hood Quality WRITE FOR ie te | 11/- ‘<A - Dol Pet doa. 

Delivered at any Goods Station, peaten. PARTICULARS a in one ry age iti ae 

Sin, sawn two sides landings to sires (under Taf ANS adie zat). SA per dow 
oe ” 3 . r 

¢ in. rubbed two sides «wal : 6 British Throughout in. in. 2in. 3in. 3hin 

dom sizes) .....--20esecere Es a7 14/- 18/6 25/9 —— 64/9 Nie pees 
2 in. oan oe surenoun aoe ee a isin. PP ay hm ae 
unin det win a i “4s 1a" 1316 35: HIM" 40f per don 

Harp YorkK— LEAD TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING 
Dutlivered at any Goods Station; London. TEx 6 ibs, 14.6 Ibs. 2x7 Ibs. 3x Taba, 
Scrappled random m blocks pdieng x cube 6 10 nee Er + AK y -~ ae hs 
6 two ndings to sizes (under y st i oo 

St oon _ AS SPAR per ft. super 5. 74 Souper.—Plumbers’, 1/6. Tinmen’s, 1/11. ir 
6 in. rubbed ¢ two sides Lyn hes S 6 9 2/3 per Ib. 
Sad sais abs (random au S the tae ‘a ok een ke ---— 
SBOE) ~ oc ccccccdcccccccsece * ormation on as beea 

} ais“. 2. 2 8 | FLEXTOL ENGINEERING CO. LTD. | speialiy complied for Tus Bonen, and copyrigh. 

2b weisdetion tes. .peryd.super 8&8 9 THE GR The aim in list is to give, as far as possible, the 
GREEN + EALING « LONDON, W.5 | average prices = mat not ly the highes: 
CAST STONE. Ea Telephone: Ealing 6444/5/6 or lowest.‘ Quality and quantity Gbviously affect 

Delivered in London area in full van loa a. Telegrams: Domineting, Ealux, London prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 

cube : Plain, Moulded, 8s. who make use of this information. Prices are subjew 
Small section cills and copings, 11s. to 24 per cent. cash disco’ 














» 


46 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) ~ 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


- 


MET. 

Gimoprrs, &c to LONDON STATION PER TON— 
. Joists, cut and fitted ir eane oe venae £24 0 
Plain Com pound Girders ............ 


These prices are for standard pieces and not 
of an awkward nature. 
ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 








22 

qi: TUBES AND FrrTincs. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock one ave gross. 


«ad 5 oF 6° 


Detainees to 
+/6° 
at i % 
49 
20 
Seselacs siees ” /*" incl ¥ 
PE gh '/t ate Pa. 
Fittings. Figs. ~ oped 5%, less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
meee Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 


“Cl. HAuFr-Rounp GutTTers—London Pres 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


Tubes. 
¥, {6° 


Bl SIX 


BL nu'ea css vag doris 1/5: 1 
BIR sr eiieiceadet ces ia la 
a - ENDORSE & HSUART- He ies 
2 ERR ea aE tig aoe 
O.C. Gurrers. 
Br. Sccvmnecsumevene se 1/103 
EIR . cnwessdceseosnes 2/i iA, 
ee sees att i 
WE, «6 ce ccsovsvvcoese 2, 
OM Sviscrusseuneauses 2/82 
WATER 
Per yd. in 6 tts. Pipe. Bends. Branches 
: Stock angles. 
3S) Sere baaneews ie 2/2 1/52 2/2 
MMR adie 0's bd, Si Sekiact oss 2/34 1/ 2/74 
5 eee CN Pee 2/1 es 
ES Sogo ses gaaow cess 3/2 2/64 3/7? 
PUL). o cceusace bcasw ces’ 3/8 3/04 4/5 
Tonnage ayy 
0! teeta hide lo 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. ang oy Som Prres—Lo: ex Stock. 
Per in 6 Sey ranches 
2 $M. ccecccccccccvccere 3/9t 2/74 3/2 
BEBE Viscietopesaetans 4/5 2/108 3/114 
3 -& avs chiibirepeee nee : 4108 ius st | Od 
BU. Sess cxckaagessacse SO ae | =a 
L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pire. 
~ - nape per yard. Bends. Branches. 
Sie: @, 8) 84.8085 6/0 = 7/3 11/6 
4 in. aay TR SSeS 8/7 8/2 14/5 
5 in. Se as) SERRE AE FS 10/7 14/9 22/3 
6 in. OF Oe ere 12/9 17/0 =_29/8 
Gaskin, 75/- per 





per ton (two-ton lots). 
a Steel ghoow, C.R. and C.A.— 





£ 
Cut Nails, 3im. and up ................ 28 10 0 
ALL Nett. 
Merat Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 


complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from May 10. Every — 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, gp’ * cannot be responsible for nye that may occur. 


Grade Classification 


Labourers ...... we 
Aberdeen ........ A 
Ayrshire .......... A 
(eer B 

rwickshire ...... A2 
Bridge of Allan ....A - 
Broughty Ferry ....A 
Clackmannanshire. .A 
eae A 
Dunblane ....... A 
Dumbartonshire . oe 





*This town has its own rates : Looe wi se Carpenters, 1/93: seen, 


2/04 2/0, 
| 

1/7 1/63 
Dumfriesshire ....A2 
Dundee .......5. A 
Dunoon .......... A 
East Fife:......... A 
East Lothian ...... A 

ageevduth A 

Fifeshire ........ A 
Forfarshire ........ A2 
Glasgow .......... 
Greenock ........ a 
Hamilton ........ A 


A2 A3 Bl 
1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
1 /6 1/6 1/54 1/5} 








; Plumbers, 1/10; Plasterers, 1/1 
and | Aine ys " 











but 1/11 is paid owing to ity at presen Labo: 
The info Snonination givan te tals tate te conscioha. Rates of wees io Hapland and Wales are given on page 44 
VARNISHES, &c. 
. Per gallon. : 
: Za. 4, I T 
ox vane attend Keads db ck os Outside 0 16 : THE SCO , ISH BUILDER 
ine do. Logon smnpasst v6 e 
Fine Copal.......0........000. 2 100 NEW BUILDINGS 
BION 5 o¥a sho’ ndde decane , ie eal 
triage x af CAMBUSLANG. — Plans prépared for 
eet — a aan a is : B.. : alterations and additions at garage and work- 
seialaie’ «<< 2. Inside’ 1 © 0| Shops, for which the architect is A. G. Thom- 
1 0 ©| Son, Summerhill-st., Cambuslang. 
* } ; 4 GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
” and additions, for which the architects are 
” : H ¢ aie. Shanks & Wylie, 204, West Regent-st., 
- 126 asgow. 
” 114 0 GREENOCK.—Plans in hand for new_picture 
» 1 4 6] house at Dalrymple and West _Blackhall- 
Best pee ‘Gold Size 72223227: € 114 6) sts., for which the- architects are John Fair- 
aoe pas Japan .. OTS ae atta 4 a : =o ant Sem. Green’s Playhouse-bldgs., 
d Mahogany Stain (water)........ nfrew-s asgow. 
ops ciek Ma ee ae cen ota ae 09 6 
WONT TRCN, Sock cy ekg cu rcece concesse'se 016 0 MOSSEND.—Plans prepared for new build- 
comes ne, EEE EPO PE ARR te 017 O}| in 7 which the architects are Cowie & 
and Brush Polish................ 014 O|} Mi ier, , Cleland-rd., Wishaw. 
iquid Dryers in Terebene ...........++ 011 0 sH orrs.—Pan prep are d for p avili on. etc. 
at Shill-r ‘or whic e architect is R. O. 
LEAD, &c. he ae Harrow, 5, Metford-av., Springhill, Shotts. 
(Delivered in London. £s. d. WISHAW.—Plans on gyre for alterations 
D.—Sheet, English, 4 Ib, and up ...... 38 0 O| and additions, for which the architect is Mr. 





eee ewe ewewee 














The 
Hall Mark 


LEADED 


COPPER 


ee s 
100 WESTMINSTER 





coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 
PAINTS, &c. £ s. d. 
Raw cet < Oil (5 hE gerd per gallon 0 6 3 
Boiled Linseed lis.) ... 067 
a air need White Lead, 

MING nooo 7 wine a cn ch as 500004 a0 baad 311 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 14-Ib. ins es aie 
Genuine Red Lead ............ me 218 6 
Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra) . boy S$: 9 
ca XD quality ............ 049 


urpentine substitute can tained and - prices 
vary according to quality fic from ey pao upwards. 





and 
FIRE- 
RESISTING 


Actual Manufacturers— 


AYGEE L?°. 


ING CONTRACTORS 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 


{6 lines). 


of 
Craftsmanship 


LIGHTS 


LIGHTS 


LARGEST 
BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 














William Black, Hill-st., Wishaw. 








GLASS. 


SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUAZITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. super. 
d. 





ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. 

Rolled plate, $ in. 
Rough cast double rolled, # in........... eoncce 
Rough cast double rolled, BU. a cviiisaternaese 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white 

Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted 
a crs dng gae sancaceceaneumass toek 
Reeded, Broad Reatet Cross Reeded and pee: 


were eer eee eee ee eee ee 


eee eewenrere 


eeded, 4 in 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cas: dou! le 
roll 


Wire Rolled, 3 in. thick 

Wire Cast, Fi in. thick . 

Georgian Wired Cast ‘ 

“ Calorex ” Sheet, 21 oz... 
oz 








4 } in. thick 
Non’ Actinic Glass, ie in. ‘thick 


= 3 in. thick 
“VITA” GLASS. 
“Vita” Plate am. about s5 in. thick— 

To7 Ail, Fac 


Cathedral “ Vita 
3 in qt? nln 


” 


weeeeese 


CeCe eee ee weeeeeeeaeeee” 


% in 
& in. Goneatins Wired “ Vita” Glass 
GLASS ae 


PB. 1—8 in.x fin inka 
P.B. 2-38 Xa wane 
wked whee 


ACS cach? NOLNoyoans 


oeeeseee 


P.B. 3—73 in. x7 
P.B. 32—7: 
sare - 8 agar’ Bricks" oy -peee up with— 
4 Geach 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; @ ger (tT) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the. person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
JANUARY 17. or 
Beckenham 17.C.—Alterations and additions 
to existing shop premises at Beckenham-rd., for 
use as British Restaurant. James Dove, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. : 
Rochester T.C.—Construction of lavatories 
and drainage at St. Mary’s School. City 8. 


Dep., £2 2s 
JANUARY 19. 

tisle of Ely ©.C.—Erection of one 15-bay 
standard hut and one 16-bay standard hut at 
March, s. R. D. Robson (A.), County 
Architect, County Hall, March, Cambs. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by February 5. 

JANUARY 21. 

Bournemouth .C.—Repair works and 
external and internal decorations at three 
libraries, B.E. and Architect. 

JANUARY _22. i 

Gillingham T.C., Kent.—For repairs at 29a, 
High-st, B.E., and 8. Dep. £1 1s. ; 

JANUARY 24. é 

Leeds T.C.—Maintenance repairs to dwellings 
(various trades). . A. H. Livett, Housing 
Director. Charge of 5s. per trade (not return- 


able). 

JANUARY 26. F 
*Croydon ©.B.—Construction of ‘“ Linked 
Anderson ” type public surface shelters on four 
sites. B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 

JANUARY 29. — 
.*Banstead U.D.C.—For completion works and 
decorations at Nos. 7 and 8, Chipstead-way, 
Woodmansterne 8., Council House. Dep. 


£1 1s 
JANUARY 31. _ 
Holland (Lines) ©.€.—Erection of day 


nursery at Holland-rd., Spalding. -W. H. Smith, - 


County Architect, County Hall, Boston, Lincs. 
- NO DATE. ; 
Farnborough (Hants) U.D.C.—Erection of 
public conveniences and lavatory accommoda- 
tion at. Camp-rd. I. C. Jenkins, E. and §. 
Dep. £3 3s, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


JANUARY 20. — ; 
Southwold T.C.—Painting various: properties. 


BS. 
- JANUARY 22. j 
Hyde T.C.—Internal painting and decorating 
at tuberculosis pavilion at Borough Isolation 
Hospital. B.E. and §. 


NO DATE. 

North-East Derbyshire Joint Water Com- 
mittee.—Repairs and inting at Ramsley 
Lodge. Houfton & Kington, architects, Market- 
pl., Chesterfield. Dep. £1 1s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 

JANUARY 20. , 
Stratford-on-Avon U.D.C.—For supplying and 
laying 2,837 lin. yds. of 4-in. asbestes-cement 
water main, together with sluice valves, air 
valves and standpipes. H. J. Weeks, S., 11. 
Guild-st. f ‘ 


ROAD MATERIALS, ETC. 

JANUARY 19. 

Elland U.D.C.—E. and 8S. 
JANUARY 22, 

Cumberland C.C.—County 8. 

‘ JANUARY 27. 
Lambeth 8.C.—B.E. 
Wood Green T.C.—B.E. and S. 


. JANUARY 29. 
Bootle C.B.—B.E. and 8. 
Rainford U.D.C.—S. % 


JANUARY 31. 
Merioneth C.C.—County S§. 

FEBRUARY 4. ~ 
Kensington B.C.—T.C. 

; FEBRUARY 6. 

Rhondda U.D.C.—E. and §. 

FEBRUARY 10. 
Northumberland C.C.—County S. 

FEBRUARY 11. 
Tottenham B.C.—T.C. 

FEBRUARY 12. 
Selby &.D.C.—S. 

FEBRUARY 26. 
Caernarvonshire C.C.—County S 





THE BUILDER 
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PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
JANUARY 17. j 

Glamorgan 6.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. £255-£15-£300,. plus war bonus. 
Forms from County Architect, Glamorgan 
County Hall, Cardiff. 

JANUARY 18. 
on ©.B.—Two Principal Assistant 
R. Ronald H. Meggeson, T.C., 


Civic Centre. 
JANUARY 22. 

*East Ham €.C.—Full-time Teacher of 
General Building Subjects at East Ham Tech- 
nical College. Forms from A. A. Garrard, 
Secretary for Education, Education Office, Town 
Hall Annexe, Barking-rd., East Ham, E.6. 

Oxford 7T.C.—Surveying and Architectural 
Assistant. £6 to £8 per week. City Estates 
Surveyor, Town Hall, Oxford, 


JANUARY 31. 
*Manchester T.C.—Senior Technical Assistant. 
£1,050-£100-£1,250, bonus £33 16s. Forms from 
R. H. Adcock, T.C. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Alsager.—U.D.C. propose erection of public 
offices at Lawton-rd. 

arnard Castle—U.D.C. approved plans for 
alterations to ‘Red Lion” hotel, for West 
Auckland Brewery Co., Ltd., and “ King’s 
Head” hotel, for C. Vaux & Sons, Sunderland. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—E.C,, propose structural 
alterations and additions at Roose Junior 
school. 

darrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. to carry out repairs 
and decorations at Walter-st. clinic. 

Bilston.—T.C. propose conversion and equip- 
ment of Broadward Hall for use as convales- 
cent home, at £5,000. — Social Service Com- 
mittee propose youth centre. 

Brighouse.—T.C. approved additions to mill. 

Bury.—P.A. and E.C.' propose joint . scheme 
for adaptation of premises for home for 
children. 

Coventry. — Universal Housing Co.; Ltd., 
Bury-la., Rickmansworth, Herts, propose 
erection of pair of experimental houses of 
special construction. 

Failsworth. — Lancashire E.C. propose nur- 
sery school at Propps Hall Farm estate. 

Lancaster.—T.C. approved welfare centre at 
St. Mary’s-gate, for Women’s Welfare Cgm- 
mittee. 

Macclesfield.—Board of Governors of County 
High School for Girls approved prefabricated 
building as extensions. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved adaptation of 
premises at Deansgate for additional office 
accommodation, for E.C.; extension of office 


Sout 
Architects. 


accommodation for technical staff of Housing . 


Committee; repairs to shops at Northenden 
and buildings to be erected at Wythenshawe 
estate, for Wythenshawe Special Committee; 
construction of viewing room to mortuary, 
Crumpsall hospital, at £340. + 











AFTER THE WAR, THE PLAN; AFTER 
THE PLAN, BIG BEN STEEL SCAFFOLD- 
ING TO BUILD A BETTER BRITAIN .. 


The 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING GO. 
LTD., . 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 
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Manchester.—T.C. approved modernisation 
and reconstruction of “A” home for nursing 
staff, adaptation, provision of bedrooms and 
sitting-rooms, No. 4 nurses’ home, modernisa- 
tion of central section (sanitary conveniences, 
etc.) of No. 4 nurses’ home, modernisation of 
central sanitary annexes at pavilions 1 and 9, 
alterations to X-ray a and installa- 
tion of refrigerator at dispensary at Withing- 
ye ae atid Nell-la., est Didsbury, at 


9,805. 

_Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. propose conver- 
sion of existing building and erection of a pre- 
fabricated building for use as maternity home. 
—Gaumont-British Sg Co., Lid., 
Film House, Wardour-st., 1, propose erec- 
tion of cinema at Merrial-st—Bents Brewery 
Co., Ltd., The Brewery, Stone, Staffs, propose 
erection of an hotel on site of Thistleberry 
House.—Social Service Committee propose 
social centre at Knutton estate. 

N iding. to extend kitchen at 
Lythe C.E. school. Plans by County Archi- 


- tect, County Hall, Northallerton. 


Shields. — Repairs proposed to Hed- 

worth Hall and Woodside club. 

Sunderiand.—Sanitary accommodation to be 
provided at Tunstall school.—Hendon_ Valley- 
rd. school to be partially reconstructed. Plans 
by Education Committee Architect, Education 
Offices, Sunderland. 

Warrington.—Committee of Warrington Sea 
Cadet Corps propose erection of headquarters. 

Wolv wpton.. — Committee of Y.W.C.A. 
(Midland Division), 5, Victoria-sq., Birming- 
ham, 6, propose erection of youth centre at 
Macefield-rd., Low Hill. 

Workington.—T.C. to complete central store 
at £376, 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Bolton.—T.C. approved dining centre at St. 
Joseph’s School, Halliwell. 

Bradford.—E.C. propose remodelling Green- 
la. cooking depot and sétting up three large 
and two small kitchens, and’ improvements at 
all existing canteens. Plans by J. T. Castle 
(A.), City Architect. : 

Leigh. — E.C, propose canteen at Marsh 
gymnasium youth centre. 

Matlock. — Derbyshire E.C. propose school 
canteen kitchen at Longholme. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved plans 
by A. Cotton, B.S., for adaptation of pre- 
mises for branch B.R., at £450. 

Rowley Regis.—E:C. propose canteen kitchen 
for school meals at Tividale. Plans by Prit- 
chard, Godwin & Clist (FF.), Bank-bldgs., 


Kidderminster. 

South Shields.—E.C. to provide sculleries at 
various schools. — \Two central kitchens are 
proposed 


lepool.—E.C. considering erection 
; Joseph’s Convent Secondary 
school in connection with school meals plan. 


A.R.P, SCHEMES. 


PROVINGIAL. 
_ Newcastle-under-Lymye.—T.C. propose provi- 
oe garage aceommodation for C.D. Com- 
mittee. 
Sunderland. — Shelter to be erected at St. 
Anthony’s convent. : 
Wallsend-on-Tyne.—Prefabricated hut to be 


built as emergency fire station. ‘W. Andrews, 
Whitley Bay, is Divisional Officer. 
Warrington. — T.C. approved erection of 


garage, for N.F.S. 


TENDERS 


Tenders ‘for A.R.P. work will be found under 
** A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

; Denotes accepted subject to modification. 





Denotes accepted » by ‘overnment 
departments. 
Gloucester. — For erection of burns and 


plastic surgery unit at City General Hospital: 
tWm. T. Nicholls, Ltd., £3,593 (subject. to 
M.H. approval). : f 

Liverpool. — Renovations and repairs at 
Hope-st., for T.C. *J. Ogilvie, 125, Chatham- 
st., Liverpool, 7, £395, } 

GYLondon (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
January 8. ; 

Building works: W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. 

ome aaa Newman & Watson, Lid., 
London, ae 

Drainage work: Bosworth & Wakeford, Lid., 
Daventry, Northants. 

Agricultural work: En Tout Cas Co., Lid., 
Syston, Leicester. 

General maintenance work: Geo. Law, Lid., 
Kidderminster; Jellings Builders, Ltd., Peter- 
borough. 
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Ministry of Works). — Contracts 
ploced by .O.W. during week ending Jan- 


Beds ” Building work, G. Wimpey & Co., 
, Tilehouse-la., Denham, Uxbndge. 


{London © 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





ENROL NOW 


FOR 1944 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941—656 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 3,500 


LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
BATH, BRISTOL, MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, 
PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH, SALISBURY 

and TORQUAY. 
(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary, 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


THE BUILDER rs 


Bucks: Buildin 


work, Webster & -Cannon, 
Ltd., Aylesbury, Bucks. 
Ches.: Buildin wark, John Dickinson & 


yp (Bolton), td., Fairclough-st., Bolton, 
ancs. 

Denbighshire: Building work, Alun Edwards, 
Ltd., Ceo n-y-Bedd, Wrexham. 

Giamorgan : Building work, Vickery Bros., 


Beryl-rd., Barry 
Gloucester : rR aildin work, Wheeler & Man- 
sell, Ltd., Lime-st., vesham, y eek: 
Hampshire : Building work, C. a ere 145, 
Peden» Church-st., N.16 J. Dun 
wag Sons, Weyhill, ar. ‘Andover, A rante: 
erts: Building work, Ekins & Co., Ltd., 
Great Northern orks, Hertford. 


Lancs : fing, he work, James Crosby & 
Sons, dl Hale, Cheshire. 
Middx : ‘Building ivork, W J. Dickens, Ltd., 


29, Broadway, Ealitig Weve _— & Son, Ltd., 
215, East-la., North. Wembile: & B. Han- 
son, Ltd., 44, Featherstone, AS halle J. 


Lawson & Co., Ltd. Park- rd., North 
—_ Wi “Wicvaughlin” & Harvey, Ltd., 
ighbury-gr., N.5. 


orks : Building work, G. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Thorpe-la., Sidings, Robin Hood, nr. 
Wakefield. 


GlLondon (War Doept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended Jan- 
uary 1:— 

_ Yorks: Building work and hutting (erec- 
tion), N. B. Bell & Co., Lid., Leeds, 7. 

Denbighshire: Hutting (erection), John 
Hughes (Contractors), Lid., Wrexham. 

Norfolk: Miscellaneous work, A. R. Taylor 

Co., Ltd., Wroxham, Norfolk; R. A. West- 
gate, Norwich. 


Cardiganshire: Miscellaneous work, A. B. 


oe Aberporth. 
Kent: Hutting (erection), E. Bishop & Sons, 


Ltd., ‘Sittingboorns, Kent; Cox Bros., Maid- 
stone, Kent. 

Sussex : Fo gata work, Baker & Co., 
Liphook, 

ampehire: Electrical work, Carrier Engi- 


ae .. Bolney, Sussex 
own: Hutting (erection), %. McCall & 
Sons, Holywood, Co. Down. 


Manchester.—Repair work at Baguley ’ Post 
Office, Timperley, for T.C. G. Noel Hill (F.), 
City oe Town Hall: 
son, Ltd., 62, Greenhill-st., Greenheys, Man- 
chester, 15. 


Montgomery. — Erection of canteen kitchen 
at Maesmawr C.E. school, for County. E. 
H. Carr (F.), architect: *C. E. Parry, Welsh- 
pool, £206. 


Rochdale.—Additions to mills: *Henry Tatter- 
sall, Ltd, 272, Spotland Bridge, Rochdalé. 


Rowley Regis. — Erection of. prefabricated 
building for school kitchen at Beeches-rd. 
school, for T.C. — Pritchard, Godwin & Clist 
(FF.), architects, Bank- bidgs., Kidderminster : 
*J. Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., Black- 
heath, tg £623. 


Shefheld. — Works, for T.C.: W. George 
Davies (F.), City Architect: Erection of public 
conveniences at Pond-st., tM. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 
Chesterfield-rd., Woodseats, £1,303; erec- 
tion of public conveniences at Whiteley Woods, 

*Public Works Dept., Sheffield Corporation; 











Boyle’s «si-Pump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 














January 14 1944 


py dmanr. mg Beck cost £550); erection 

of n ey k-rd. school, for E.C., *M. J. 
Giecsan Chesterfield-rd., Woodseats, 
£1,999, An ‘of SShettiela). 

Southwark.—For provision of public slipper 
baths and shower baths at Lavington-st. 
baths, for T.C.: tGéo. peste & Sons, Ltd., 
A, Sumner-rd., 8.E.15, £1,25 

Sunderland. — Erection ~% “implement ware- 
ag * *J. W. Ellis & Co. Ltd., 9, Ellison- 

Newcastile-on-Tyne. 

 Gnaranury.-treation of public convenience, 
for R.D.C.. R. Huntingdon, 8. :— 

oe & Sons, shoonaciaraa 


A. 

RF. ; Ranger, Yate, nr. Bristol 

ae . Bryant & Sons, ‘Ltd. ane ecoubsdas 803 
H. 
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The late H. J. Brightwell 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
H. J. 5 ip vigor managing director of 
Messrs. E. R. Burtt & Son, Ltd., of Cam- 
berwell. 


Tie late W. G. Sheldon. 

We regret to announce the death, on 
December 27, of Mr. W. G. Sheldon, at 
the age of 84, late senior director ot 
Messrs. John Greenwood, Ltd., builders 
and contractors, who had been associated 
with the firm for over fifty years. He 
was also for many years a member of the 
Royal Entomological Society, an honorary 
member of the South London Entomo- 
logical and Natural History Society, and 
a member of the Council of. the National 
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CONSTRUCTION 


Co., LTD. 


BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 


GRANGEWOOD 
0294 
88, BARKING ROAD, 
LONDON E.6 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 


























SILEXORE 


Waterproof Paints 
and Plastics 


Approved by 
MINISTRY OF WORKS 


Silexore Ltd., 
1, Oxford Avenue, 


SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
PHONE : SLOUGH 20649 


SLOUGH 22266 
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